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INTRODUCTION. 


HE happineſs of all creatures depends in- 

tirely on their obedience to his will whoſe 
ſovereign power created and rules the world, Now 
the will of God is made known to us in part by 
natural reaſon - and they who have no other law 
ſhall be judged by that alone. But as reaſon was 
unable to teach mankind a great number of things 
very important to be known, and in fact did 
teach moſt of them but a ſmall part of what it 
might have done; God was mercifully pleaſed to 
ſuperadd the lizht of revelation to it, and place us 
under the conduct of both jointly, Such an addi— 
tional proviſion, it might have been hoped, had 
cleared up all doubts; but partly the weakneſs, 
partly the wickedneſs of men, hath turned even 


this light into darkneſs, and made it multiply diſ- 


putes inſtead of ending them. Still we have no 
reaſon to be diſcouraged ; for every upright and 
conſiderate perſon may, after all, with due care, 
very eaſily ſee his way before him, clearly enough 
to walk in it, But we have great reaſon to uſe this 
care, and make ſuch enquiry amidſt the different 
paths, which different perſons point out to us, as 
: . _ I i! 
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will give us cauſe to be ſatisfied we chuſe the right. 


Now of all the different opinions which have riſen 
concerning the Chriſtian religion, there have been 
few ſo remarkable as that which divides this part 
of the world into Popiſh and Proteſtant. Thoſe of 
the former communion, it ſeems, think us of the 
latter quite out of the way to ſalvation, and ac- 


<ordingly are unwearied in perſuading, as they 


Have opportunity, the members of our church, 

eſpecially the lower and more ignorant part of 
them, to quit it for theirs. The neceſſity of doing 
this, they infiſt upon ſome times with ſo much 


_ plauſibility, and always with ſo much confidence, 


that I hope you will not think a few pages ill em- 
Ployed on a ſubject of ſuch very great importance, 
both to our private ſatisfaction and public ſecurity, 
in refuting the arguments they uſually bring againſt 
us, and t:/tifying that this is the true grace of God 
wherein ye fland (a), To proceed regularly in this 
matter, I ſhall, 

I. Enquire what is the rule of Chriſtian faith 
and life: and 


II. Examine by this rule the peculiar doctrines 
and practices of the Romiſb church, 


| (a) 1 Pet. Ve 12. | 
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; E 
Concerning the Rule of Chriſtian Faith and Life. 
+ CHAT + 
2} Scripture ſhown to be this Rxle. 
b S Jeſus Chrift is the ſole Author of our Faith (a), 
$ thoſe things, and thoſe alone, which he taught 
Himſelf, and commiſſioned his diſciples to teach, 
are parts of our faith, What his doctrine was we 
find in no leſs than four accounts of his life and 
preaching given in the Goſpels. To what belief 
his diſciples converted men, we find in the Acts. 
What they taught men after their converſion, we 
read in the Epittles. Theſe ſeveral books, which | 
make up the New Teſtament, all Chriſtians allow -r 1 
to contain an original, and undoubtedly. true ac- | 
| count of our religion. The only poſſible queſtion 
is, Whether they contain a full and clear account. 
| Noy ſuch a one they without queſtion intended 
to give, for what could induce them deſignedly to 
give any other? Beſides, St. Luke, in the very | 
beginning of his goſpel, tells us, that having a | 
perfect underſtanding of thoſe things which were be- F 
lieved amongſt Chriſtians, he had taken in hand to ſet | 
Drth a declaration of them, that thoſe he wrote to 
might know the certainty of what they had been in- 
| frutfted in. And St. Fobn, in the concluſion of 
his, tells us, that though our Saviour did, and 
doubtleſs ſaid alſo, many things that were not written 
(a) Heb. xii. 2. | | 4 
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in that book ;, yet theſe, ſays he, are written, that ye 
might believe that Feſus is the Chriſ?, the Son of God, 
and that believing ye mught have life through his 


name (%). This being then their intention, can 


we poſſibly think they failed of it? Two of the 
Evangeliſts at l:aſt were conſtantly preſent at 
our Saviour's diſcourſes; the other two heard them 
either from him, or his immediate followers, and 
they had the promiſe of his Spirit zo bring all things 
10 their remembrance, whatſoever he had ſaid unto 


them (c). Could they after all forget any part of E | 


this that was material and neceſſary? That any of 
them ſhould do ſo is very ſtrange; much more that 
they all ſhould. That St. Lute, the companion 
of the Apoſtles, and the writer of their Acts, that 
he too, in relating what they taught their converts, 
ſhould unhappily omit any thing eſſential, ſtill 
adds to the wonder; and that no one of the many 
epiſtles written to inſtruct the churches in their 


faith and duty, ſhould ſupply this defect, is beyond 
all belief. 


CHAP. II. 
Scripture ſufficiently intelligible; 


BUT ſuppoling the Scripture ever ſo perfect in 


itſelf, yet the church of Rome objects that it 


is not clear to us: even to the learned many things 
are hard to be underſtood, which therefore to the 
unlearned muſt be impoſſible. Nay ſometimes 
they tell us not one ſentence of it hath a meaning, 
which, by our own private judgment we can 
be certain of, But ſurely the Apoſtles were not 
worſe writers w:th a divine aſſiſtance, than others 
commonly are without it, What they ſpoke and 
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preached was plain, elſe they ſpoke to no purpoſe; 


and why ſhould not the ſame things be as plain 
when they were written down! Some paſſages in- 
deed might to ſome perſons be difficult, even at 


firſt; and more are doubtlets become ſo by length 


of time, But that the main of the New Teſta- 
ment is intelligible enough, cannot be with any 
modeſty denied. And for the reſt, what at firſt 


fight is difficult, may, with due confideration of 


our own, and help of others, be made eaſy ; what 
is obſcurely expreſſed in one place, may be clearly 
expreſſed in another; and what is clearly expreſſed 
in no place, we may ſafely, for that very reaſon, 


conclude it 1s not neceſſary for us to underſtand or 
believe. 


CHAT HE 


The Scriptures are delivered down to us uncorrupted. 


UF: allowing the Scriptures to have been at 
firſt ſufficiently intelligible, how do we know 


they are come down to us uncorrupted? I anſwer, 


by all the ſame arguments which prove the incor- 
ruptneſs of any other ancient book in the world 
and by this argument farther, that theſe books 
having many more copies of them, being much 
wider diſperſed, and much more carefully read, 


and warmly diſputed about, than any other what- 


ever, it is in proportion more incredible, that ei- 
ther chance or deſign ſhould alter them in any thing 
conſiderable, without diſcovery from ſome quarter, 


even were no particular Providence to watch over 
writings ſo worthy of its care. And accordingly, 


in fact, amidſt all the various readings which ſuch 


a number of copies mult produce, there 1s not 


one that affects the leaſt article of our religion. 
But if ever ſo faithfully preſerved, ſtill how ſhall 
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the unlearned know when they are faithfully 
tranſlated? Why, moſt paſſages all parties agree. 


in, and on thoſe they diſagree about, common 
ſenſe, compariſon of other texts, conſideration of 


what goes before and after, and conſulting, as op-. 


portunity offers, judicious and honeſt perſons of 


different perſuaſions, will enable any perſon to paſs 
a ſufficient judgment, fo far as he is concerned to 


Judge, which is right and which is wrong, which 


is clear and which is doubtful. Indeed there is 


in general but little danger of any groſs impoſiti- 
ons upon men being attempted, much Jeſs ſueceed- 


ing for any continuance, in a land of knowledge 


and freedom, whatever may be or hath been under 


popiſh tyranny and darknefs. Since therefore the 


Scriptures contain a full and clear account of 
Chriſtianity written by the 'very apoſtles and firſt 


| diſciples of our Lord himſelf, and honeſtly deli- 


vered down into our hands, we have plainly ſuch a 
rule for our faith as all men in all cafes are ever ſa- 
tished with, nor have we any need to look farther. 
And yet the farther we do look into other pretend- 
ed rules, the better we ſhall be ſatished with that 


We have already. For, let what will be ſaid againſt 
Scripture as not being a ſufficient rule, it muſt be a 
ſufficient one, unl fs there be ſome other; and up- 


on a fair examination, it will evidently appear there 
is no other. 


CHAP. IV. 
Tradition exploded, 


Tur Romaniſts tell! us of a rule of Faith which 
they ſpeak of in very high terms; and that 
1s the Fs. anon docrine of "what they call the 


Catholic Church. The apoſtles, they ſay, in- 


{tructed 


24, 34 
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ftruQed their converts very diligently in every ar- 
ticle of faith. "Thoſe converts again, knowing it 
to be their indiſpenſable duty, could not fail to 
inſtruct with the ſame diligence, miniſters their 
flocks, parents their children, every Chriſtian his 
neighbour. And thus, by a continued ſucceſſion 
of teaching, all the doctrines of religion are 
handed down in their church, they tell us, un- 
corrupted to this day. Whoever either added, 

omitted, or changed any thing, mult, they think, 

by every one round 112 be immediately charge: | 
with a miſtake; and, if he perſiſted in it, con- 
victed of a hereſy, whilit the reſt were confirmed 


in the ancient truth. And therefore, to hold 


what the church holds, is a rule that can never 
miſlead us. Now jt muſt be owned indeed that 


_ our Saviour delivered his pies to the apoſtles, 


and they to all the world, word of mouth; 
and this way of delivery at "al was ſufficient, and 

therefore St. Paul exhorts the T heſ/alonians to hold 
aft the traditions he had taught them, whether by 
word or by letter (d). But then, in the nature of 
things, how long could this laſt? Suppoſe but 
the eaſieſt common ſtory were to be told from one 
perſon to another, without being written down, 
for only 100 or 200 years, and let each perſon, 
as he received it, have never ſo ſtrict a charge to 
tell it in the ſame manner; yet, long before the 
end of that time, what ſecurity could we „ 
have that it was true at firſt, and unaltered ſtill? 

And you cannot but ſee there is much leſs ſecu- 
rity, that a conſiderable number of doctrines, 
eſpecially ſuch as compoſe the Popiſb creed, 
ſhould be brought down ſafe for 1700 years toge- 
ther, through ſo many millions of hands, that 


(4) 2 Theſſ. ii. 15. 
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were all liable, through ignorance, eee 
and ſuperſtition, to miſtake them, or, through 
knavery and defign, to alter them. But it will be 
taid, in a caſe. of ſuch importance as religion, 
men would be more careful in delivering truth 
than in others. Undoubtedly 1 ought : but 
who can be fecure that they would? It is of equal 


importance to be careful in practiſing it too; yet 


we all know how this hath been neglected in the 
world z and therefore have reaſon to think the 
other hath been no leſs ſo. But whoever made 
the firſt change, they ſay, muſt have been imme- 
diately diſcovered. Now ſo far from this, that 
perſons make changes in what they relate, without 
diſcovering it themſelves; alterations come in b 

infenſible degrees? one man leaves out, or varies, 
or adds one little circumſtance : the next, another, 
till it grow 1mperceptibly into a different thing. 
In one age a doctrine 1s delivered as a probable 
opinion; the following age ſpeaks of it as certain 
truth ; and the third advances it into an article of 
faith. Perhaps an oppoſition riſes upon this, as 
many have done: ſome have ſaid, ſuch a doctrine 
was delivered to them, others that it was not; 
and who can tell, whether, at laſt, the right ſide 
or the wrong have prevailed ? Only this is certain, 
that which ſoever prevails, though by a ſmall ma- 
jority at firſt, will uſe all means of art and power 
to make it appear an univerſal conſent at laſt; 

and then plead uninterrupted tradition. But 
though ſuch things as theſe may poſibly be done 
in 7 almoſt any age, yet they are eaſy to be done in 
ſuch ages, as were five or ſix of thoſe that pre- 
ceded the reformation; when, by the confeſſion 
of their own hutorians, both clergy and laity 
were ſo univerſally and ſo monſtrouſly ignorant 


and 
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and vicious, that nothing was too bad for them to 
do, or too abturd for them to believe. But ſtill 
they tell us, we Proteſtants receive it upon the 
authority of tradition, that Scripture is the word 
of God; and why can we not as well receive 
other things upon the ſame authority? F anſwer, 
we receive Scripture by no means upon the antho- 
rity, of tradition merely: much lets the tradition 
of their preſent church; but partly on account of 


tits own reaſonableneſs, and the characters of di- 
23 111e wiſdom in it; partly from the teſtimony 


which one part of it bears to the other; and 
laſtly, upon the written evidence given us, chiefly 
indeed by the earlieſt Chriſtians, but in ſome 
meaſure alſo by Jews and Heathens themſelves, 
that the bene of theſe books were the diſciples 
of our Lord, and the things ſaid by them true. 
But then to tell us, that becauſe we receive Scrip- 
ture uam this evidence, we muſt therefore re-- 
ceive a long hit of doctrines upon mere tradition, 
after ſeventeen ages, is to affirm, that the memory 
of things may be as well preſerved for ever, by 
general rumour and hearſay, as by authentic re- 
cords. But here they plead, that the tradition” 
which they depend on, is not altogether unwrit= 
ten, but partly recorded by the ancient Fathers of 
the church. To this we anſwer, that we aC- 
knowledge truly ancient writers, in matters where 
they all agree, to be a very valuable evidenee of 


the faith, though at the ſame time a fallible one. 


And we can prove undeniably, that theſe writers; 
in proportion as they lived near the days of the 
Apoſtles, were of our faith, not theirs. But as 
this is a proof in our favour that few perſons are 
capable of entering into, ſo we have bappily a 
much ſhorter. For if antiquity be an argument, 
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the greater the antiquity the ſtronger the argu— 
ment; and therefore the authority of the Bible, 
for this, as well as many other reaſons, is the 
ſtrongeſt of all. An original account is always 
to be depended on in the firſt place. Such others, 
as come a little after, in point of time, may be 
of conſiderable uſe to illuſtrate and confirm the 
former: but wherever they appear to contradich 
it, muſt be rejected without ſcruple. And thoſe 
which come a great deal after, ſuch as the church 
of Rome chiefly depends on, deſerve little or no 
credit. The Spirit of God, therefore, ſcetng the 
need there would be of it, inſpired the Apoſtles 


and Evangeliſts to deliver a full and clear rule of 


faith to all poſterity in the New 'Teſtament : cer- 
tainly not that this might be interpreted afterwards 
by tradition into whatever ſenſe men pleaſed; 
{ior then tradition alone had done as well or bet- 
ter without it) but that tradition, as often as it 
went wrong, might be rectified by this. Had 
not Chriſtianity been committed in the earlieſt 
ages to writing, long before this time, in all pro- 
bability, there had been ſcarce one doctrine of it 
left, which we could have been ſecure was ge- 
nuine. And though tradition hath doubtleſs been 
preſerved, by having ſome regard to Scripture, 
from degenerating and varying near ſo much as it 
would elſe; yet, for want of having a ſufhcient 
regard to it, firſt needleſs, then uncertain, then 
falſe and pernicious articles of belief have crept 
in among Chriſtians : the very ſteps of whoſe en- 
try, for the moſt part, we can trace. The faith 
of the firſt ages changed by little and little every 
age after, and ſtill for the worſe ; till at length the 
church of Rome, about 200 years ago, at the 


council of Trent, when they were called upon to. 
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reform theſe abuſes, moſt ſhamefully choſe 1 
eſtabliſn them under the venerable name of 

nutive tradition, and condemn all who will a. 
receive them with the ſame regard as Scripture 


3 itielf, Juſt as in our Saviour's time it was amon 


the Jews, who aſked, //hy walk not thy diſciples 
according ta the rradition of the = And he ſaid 
unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment o 


God, that you may keep your own tradition (e). And 


juſt as St. Paul had foretold it would happen among 


7 Chriſtians. Beware, left any man ſpoil you through 


2 vain deceit, after the tradition of men, and not after 


Chriſt J). But here they reply, that, let this 
aſlage be deſigned againſt whom it will, it cannot 


poſſibly fall on them. For, however uncertain 


tradition might become of itſelf in proceſs of 
time, and however difficult it may be for private 


2 perſons to judge of doctrines by it, yet the judg- 
ment of the Catholic church in theſe points is 
2 infallible, and theirs is that Catholic church, 


CHAP: V. 


The pretended Infallibility of the Church of Rome | 


confuted. 
I HAT their church is infallible, the papiſts 


ſometimes attempt to prove from reaſon. 


Making it ſo was the only way to end diſputes, and 
therefore God being wife and good, muſt have made 
it ſo. But certainly a much more effectual way of 
preventing diſputes and errors had been to have 
made every ſingle man infallible; and yet God 
hath not done this. It might therefore be more 
modeſt for them to let him thow his wiſdom and 


(e) Mark, vii. 57 Oe | (f) Col. i Ii. 8. 


B66 goodneſs 


7 


1 

i 

{ 
ik 
19 
4 

* 


| 
. 
' 

N 
3 


Dr 


12 CONFUTATION of the ERRORS 


goodneſs in what way le pleaſes. The Pew 
church we know, was not infallible. For the 

denied their Saviour, and it was by following tra- 
dition that they came to do it. How then does it 
appear that the Chriſtian muſt be more infallible ? 
W hy, they have texts of Scripture to prove this. 
But if, as they commonly tell us, the ſcripture can 


neither be proved nor underſtood, but by the in- 


fallible authority of the church; how can the in- 
fallible authority of the church be proved or under- 
flood by Scripture? However, let us hear theſe 
t-xts, Our Saviour told his apoſtles, that the 
Comforter fh3uld'come and lead them into all truth (g). 


But perhaps this was ſaid only to the apoſtles : 


and, had it been ſaid to them and their ſucceſſors, 


or, which is ſtill a different thing, to the whole 


church; yet ſo St. 7% (Y) tells all believers, they 
have an unctim from the holy One, and know Gil 
things; that is, things neceſſary: not that the 


were not capable of miſtaking, but that, with due 


care, they might avoid it if they would. Again, 


he promiſed his difciples, that be would be with them 
t the end of the world(i). And fo he hath pro- 


miſed every ſingle Chriſtian to be wth them and 


to 


dwell in them (+) yet this does not hinder but the 


may both mifunderitand, andeven renounce Chriſ- 


tianity if they pleaſe. But he declares alſo, that 
the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt the church (I). 
But the gates of hell, or, as it might be tranſlated, « 

the inviſible warid, mean nothing elfe than zhe parber 


„, death, i. e. the terror of perſecution, as the learned 


will know. And it can never follow, that becauſe 

pzrfecution ſhall not deſtroy the church, error ſhall 

not corrupt it. Or were this expreſſion, the gates 
(20 John xvi. 13. (+) 17 John ii. 20. 5 


(i) Matt. xxviii. 20. (4) 2 Cor. vi. 16. 
(/) Matt. xvi. 18. 


vv 
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ef hell, to comprehend error, it muſt at leaſt equally 
comprehend fin. And therefore, as this promiſe 
does not hinder the church univerfal fron; being 
more or Jeſs defiled by fin ſo neither from being 
deformed by error. And the moft our Saviour 


meant to promiſe, is, that neither ſhall total! 


aboliſh, though, through the faults of men, both 

ay greatly pollute it. They plead farther, that 
St. Paul ſays, the church of Gd is the pillar and 
ground off the truth (m): but they know at the ſame 
time, that this paſſage of St. Paul is fairly capable 
of two (1) other tranſlations, either of which turns 
it to a different ſenfe. Or were this the only 
fenſe; we acknowledge the church was then, and 
ought always to be, and in ſome meaſure always is, 


a piliar and ſupport of truth; and fo in his pro- 
portion is every believer : and therefore of ever 


finzle good Chriſtian our Saviour ſays, in the 
uvelation (o), 1 wil! made him a pillar in the temple 
of my God. But then it does not follow from 


hence, that any one Chriſtian, or the majority of 


Chriſtians, ſo ſupport the truth, as that they do 
and ever will profeſs it all, without any mixture 


of error: and unleſs this be done, there is no infal- 


libility. But they argue farther, that our Saviour 
direCts (p), If a man neglect to hear the church, let 
him be unto thee as a heathen man and a publican. But 


what is he there {peaking of? Let us read the con- 


text, F thy brother hall treſpaſs againſt thee, go, 


() 1 Tim. lite 156 e 
(2) Some ſuppoſe that Timothy is here called zhe pillar and ground 
cf truth, thus Gal. li. g..itis faid of Jae, Peter, and Fobr, that 
they ſeemed to be pillars, i. e. chief ſupporters of the Chriſtian church. 
Others divide thus: Je pillar and ground of truth, and without 
controverſy, great is the myſtery of gedlineſs; making St. Paul aſ- 
ſert, that the foundation on which the goſpel reſts, is the doQrine 


that God was manifeſt in the fleſh, ſeen of angels, &c. 


(%) Rey. ili. 12. Ce) Matt. Xii. 17. 


and 
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aud tell him his fault between him and thee alone. if 


he will not hear thee, take ꝛwith thee one or two more. 


I he ſball ne: left to hear them, tell it unto the church. 
If he negle& to hear the church, let him be unto thee as 
a heathen man and a publican. That is, if a man 
have done you an injuiy, firſt ant him pri- 
vately of it. If that avail not, tell the church: 

not the univerſal church ſure throughout all the 
world, but the particular one you both belong to. 
And if he will not reform upon their reproof, look 
on him no longer as a true Chriſtian, but an ill 


man. Here therefore is not one word ſaid about 

diſobeying the determination of the Catholic church 
concerning a diſputed doctrine : but about ſlight- 
ing the adgonition of a particular church eoncern- 
ing a known ſin, and particular churches are owned 
to be fallible. 


Again, they ſay it is an article of our Creed, that 


we believe in the Catholic church. But ho the 
know the meaning of this 1s not that we believe 


whatever this church, or any Who pleaſe to call 


themſelves fo, ſhall at any time aſſert, But, as 


believing in the reſurreCtion of the body, is only 


believing that ſuch a reſurrection ſhall be, ſo be- 


lieving in the Catholic church, is only behieving. 


DO 


that ſuch a church is: that Chriſt hath united his 
followers into one regular ſociety or body, of which: 
himſelf is the Head : .which ſociety or church is 
therefore called Catholic or Univcrſal, becauſe it 
conſiſts of all nations; whereas the Fer; church 


was not Catholic, but particular, conſiſting only 
of one nation. But whether this church be infal- 


lible or not, the creed ſays nothing. They that can 


D 


lay a ſtreſs on ſuch wretched arguments as theſe, 
"how would they have triumphed, had the fame 
thing buen ſaid of their church, that are ſaid of 


the Jeroiſb Church? i there ariſe a maiter too hard 


for 
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or thee in judgment, ſays Maſes, thou ſhalt come unto 
the priefls the Lcvites, that ſball be in thoſe days, and 
thou ſhalt obſerve to do according to all that they fhall 
inform thee; thou ffalt not decline frem the ſen ence 
that 77 2 ſhew thee, to the right hand nor to the 
left (9); for by their word ſhall every controver jy be 
tried (r). The Scribes and Phar 1ſees, ſays our Sa- 
viour, fit in /ofes feat. All ther efore whatſoever 
they bid you obſerve, that obſerve 12 0 % (s). Now 
if theſe very ſtrong expreſſions did not prove that 
church infallible, (as certainly they do not; for 
then Chriſtianity, which they rejected, would not. 
be true) how can much weaker expreſſions prove 


any other to be fo? But they who will needs have 


the church to be infallible, and the rule of our 
faith inſtead of Scripture; what part of it do they. 
make the infallibility refide i in? For unleſs that be 


clearly known, we are never the better for it ; but: 
inſtead of the ſame rule of faith, every ee | 
opinion about this matter will produce a different 
rule of faith. And it is a matter, in which the 


opinions of the Romani/?s differ great! * 
CHAP. VI. 
Neither the Pope nor general Councils znfallible, 


M ANY of the papiſts ſay the pope is infallible, 
and he himſelf claims to be ſo. But then 


ſome think he is fo in matters of faith only, ſome 
in matters of fact too. In moſt popiſh countries it 


would be looked upon as hereſy to deny him this 


prerogative; in others, as great weaknefs to aſcribe 


it to him. For a large part of them ſay nothing is 


infallible under a general council, regularly called, 


(4) Deut. xvii. 8, &c, (r) Deut. xxi. 5. 
| (5) Mat. XX1lle Jo : | 
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But then they have ſo many different opinions 
about what makes à council gencral, and what 
call of one is regular, that ſme of them reckon at 
leaſt eighteen general councils, and ſome at moſt 


but ſeven or eight: and indeed; they might very 


Juitly queſtion whether, ftrictly ſpeaking, there 


was ever one ſuch in the world. But farther: 


Which of the decrees and canons of theſe councils, 


amo. avft the infinit- foigeiies there have been, are 
genu'nc, and which not, here again is an endleſs 
controvetiy; and another as endleſs, what the 
meaning of forme of the moſt important ones of 


them is. In conſ-quence of this they differ and 


diſpute, and have done for ages, (as united as 


they would ſtem to be) not only about ſuch filly 


queſtions, as whether the Virgin Mary was con- 


ceived in original ſin or not, (and yet about this 
they were cal ing one zhbther heretics for 300 
years, and their genera} councils, with all their 
infallibility, have not dared to determine the mat- 


ter to this day) but they quarrct equally about 
things of the greateſt moment. To give but one 


inſtance of many: whether a king may, for hereſy 
or diſobedience to the church, be depoſed, and his 
ſubjects diſcharged of th.ir allegiance, i is a queſtion 
of as much weight as can well be put. The popes, 
an!] great part of their church for 600 years, have 
held they might; and have practiſed accordingiy, 


as moſt nations in their turns have felt. But 


what tradition bath taught, and general councils 


decreed on this point, is ſo various and contra- 
dictory, that it would take a man's life almoſt to 


enquire into it. So that ſome popiſb writers ſpeak 


of the affirmative of this queſtion as an article of 


faith ; and ſome as a moſt impious error. One or 


the other mult be impious undoubtedly, W hich 
then are the heretics? And what is their infallibi- 


3 lity 


& 
; 
980 4, 
8 
355 
85 F 
8 
* 
2 
2 
r 
Nl ; 
WR 
12 * 


od BE. HB, RG 


2 
Is 
BL 
= A 3 
"We 
2 
IE", 
$4, 
x 
- $ 
8 
N 
9 8 
8 
> 
Fa! 


2 


WARE + 


of the Cnurcn of Rows. 17 
lity good for, that either can not, or will not, decide 


queſtions of ſuch importance to human ſociety 
as this ? 


HF. VI. 


Infallibility does not refide in the whole body, either of 


the Roman or of the uni ver ſal Church. 


8 O ME of the Romaniſis allow not even councils 


to be infallible, and account no doctrine fun- 
damental, unleſs the whole body of the Roman 
church hath received it as ſuch. And how ſhall 
the ignorant know with certainty when they have 
all received it, and in what ſenſe they have re- 


ceived it? But why the whole body of the Roman 


church ? What claim hath ſhe of being always in 
the right more than the churches of Greece, of Aſia, 
or Athiopia, who differ from her, as well as we, 
in many things, and allow her no ſuch privilege ? 
Nor, which is more, did St. Paul know of any the 
had in the leaſt; but in his Epiſtle to the church 
of Rome, bids her not to be high-minded, but fear : for 
if God ſpared not the Fews, take heed, leſt he alſo ſpare 
not thee, Behold, therefore, the geodneſs and ſeverity 
of God e on them—ſeverity; but towards thee, good- 
55 iF thou continue in his goodneſs, otherwiſe thou 
alſo ſhalt be cut off, Strange treatment, fure, of 
an infallible church! Some perſons, therefore, 


have held infallibility, to refide not in the church 


of Rome particularly, but in the whole body of 
Chriſtians confidered as one, which indeed 1s the 
only true Catholic or univerſal church. But the 
whole body of Chriſtians, in the nature of things, 


can never meet: and, were it as eaſy as it is dif- 


ficult, to collect their ſeveral opinions, what one 
point {ſhould we find them all in all ages agree in 
2920 28 
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as N beſides thoſe general doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, that are on every hand allowed to be 
clearly contained in Scripture? Which way ſoever 
then we ſeek for a rule of faith, to Scripture-doc- 


trine we mult return; and charebbre the beſt way 


38, never to depart from it. 


n II. 
Aa infullible Fudge in matters of Faith not neceſſarye 


HERE are ſome of the Romiſp communion 
who will tell us, that in what has been ſaid 
abdve we wrong them. They admit Scripture for 
the rule of faith, But do they admit it for the 
only one? This they dare not fay. Or, if they 


did, will they allow us, when we have this rule, ta 


know what & means? No; we muſt never under- 
ſtand the leaſt part of it, though ever ſo plain, in 
any different ſenſe from what the church is pleaſed 


to appoint. What then is this but mocking man- 


kind, and giving with one hand, what they imme- 
diately take away with the other? But we, they 
ſay, are in a pitzable condition, that, having only 
the dead letter of Scripture to go by, and no living 
guide or judge to direct us in the interpretation of 
it, as they have; controverſies are always riſing a- 
mong us, and can never be decided. To this we 
anſwer, that controverſies are what they themſelves, 
even with perſecution to help them, can neither 
prevent or end any more than we. And in matters 
of property indeed, ſome deciſion, right or wrong, 


muſt be made; ſociety could not ſubfiſt without it: 
But what need of an infallible deciſion in matters 


of faith? Why is it not ſufficient that every man 


determine for himſelf, as well as he can in this 


world ; and that God, the only infallible Judge. 
wi 
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will determine with equity concerning us all in the 
next ! But the generality of people, they ſay, are 
incapable of judging for themſelves. Yet the New 
Teſtament ſuppoſes them both capable of it, and 
bound to it; and accordingly requires them not 
only to try the ſpirits, the pretences to infallibility, 
whether they be of God (t), but to prove all things, 
and Hold faſt that which is good (). But were this 
otherwile; if they are incapable of judging, why 
do you perſuade them to change their judgment ? 


: Let them alone in the way they are in. But if they 


have judgment enough to determine whether the 
Catholic church be infallible, whether the church 


; of Rome be the Catholic church, whether this in- 


fallibility be in pope or council, which decrees 
of either are genuine, and what is the true mean- 
ing of thoſe decrees; all which things they muſt 
determine before the infallibility of the church can 
be any guide to them: if, I ſay, every plain man 
| hath ability enough for ſuch points as theſe, why 
| hath he not ability enough in other caſes, tò un- 
derſtand common ſenſe and plain Scripture : to 


judge whether tranſubſtantiation, for inſtance, be 
not contrary to the one, and image worſhip to the 
other? The Romani/ts themſelves own, that men 
muſt uſe their eyes to find this guide: Why then 
muſt they afterwards put them out to follow him? 
Eſpecially confidering that the only rule, which 


above ninety-nine parts in a hundred of their com- 


munion have to follow, is not the doctrine of 


councils and popes, even were they infallible : (for 
of theſe it is infinitely harder to know any thing 
than of Scripture) but merely what a few prfeſts 


and private writers tell them; and fo at laſt, all 


the pretence, to being directed by infallibility, ends 


(:)-1 John iv. 1, (2) 1 Theſſ. v. 21. 
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in being led blind-fold by men, confeſſedly as fal- 
lible as themſelves. But all Chriſtians are com- 


manded, they ſay, to obey them that have the rule 
oder them in the Lord (x). And it is true, the 


teaching of the miniſters of the goſpel ought to be 
attended upon: their doErine followed in all clear 
caſes, and their judgment reſpected even in doubt- 
ful ones, But ſtil} we are no more bound to fol- 
low our ſpiritual guides into opinions plainly falſe, 
or practices plainly finful, than to follow a common 
guide down a precipice, or into the ſea, let our 


own knowledge of the way be ever fo little, or the 


other's pretences to infallible fkill in it ever ſo 
oreat, 


CHAP. IX. 
| General Rule for the lower People. 


HE rule for the unlearned and ignorant in 
religion is this. Let each man improve his 


own judgment, and increaſe his own knowledge as 


much as he can : and be fully aſſured that God 
will expect no more. In matters, for which he 
muit rely on authority, let him rely on the autho- 
rity of that church which God's providence hath 
placed him under, rather than another which he 
hath nothing to do with; and truſt thoſe, who, by 
encouraging free inquiry, appear to love truth, ra- 


ther than ſuch as, by requiring all their doctrines 


to be implicitly. obeyed, ſeem conſcious that they 
will not bear to be fairly tried. But never let him 
prefer any authority before tht which is the high- 


eſt of all authority, the written word of God. 


This therefore let us all carefully ſtudy, and not 
doubt but that whatever things in it are neceſſary 


(x) Hab. x Il. 17. 
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to be believed, are eafy to be underſtood. This 
let us firmly rely on, and truft to its truth, when 
it declares itſelf able to make us wife unto ſalvation, 
perfect, and thoroughly furniſbed unto all good works 


(y). Let others build on fathers and popcs, on 


traditions and councijs, what they will : let us 
continue firm, as we are, an the foundation of the 
apoſtles and prophets ; Feſus Chriſt being the chief cor- 
ner ſtone (x). 


(3) 2 Tim. iii. 13—17. (2) Eph. ii. 20. 
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in being led blind-fold by men, confeſſedly as fal- 
lible as themſelves. But all Chriſtians are com- 
manded, they ſay, to obey them that have the rule 
over them in the Lord (x). And it is true, the 
teaching of the miniſters of the goſpel ought to be 
attended upon: their doctrine followed in all clear 
caſes, and their judgment reſpected even in doubt- 
ful ones, But {til} we are no more bound to fol- 
low our ſpiritual guides into opinions plainly falſe, 
or practices plainly finful, than to follow a common 
guide down a precipice, or into the ſea, let our 
own knowledge of the way be ever fo little, or the 
other's pretences to infallible ſkill in it ever ſo 
oreat, 


CHAP. Ix. 
Saru Rule for the lower People. 


HE rule for the unlearned and ignorant in 

religion is this. Let each man improve his 
own judgment, and increaſe his own knowledge as 
much as he can : and be fully aſſured that God 
will expect no more. In matters, for which he 
muſt rely on authority, let him rely on the autho- 
rity of that church which God's providence hath 
placed him under, rather than another which he 
hath nothing to do with; and truſt thoſe, who, by 
encouraging free inquiry, appear to love truth, ra- 
ther than ſuch as, by requiring all their doctrines 
to be implicitly obeyed, ſeem conſcious that they 
will not bear to be fairly tried. But never let him 


prefer any authority before that which is the high- 
eſt of all authority, the written word of God. 


This therefore let us all carefully ſtudy, and not 
doubt but that whatever things in it are neceſſary 


(* Hab. xiii. 17. 
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to be believed, are eaſy to be underſtood. This 
let us firmly rely on, and truſt to its truth, when 
it declares itſelf able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation, 
perfect, and thoroughly Furniſhed unto all good warks 
65 Let others build on fathers and popes, on 


traditions and councils, what they will : let us 


continue firm, as we are, on the foundation f the 


apoſtles and prophets; Feſus Chriſt Y the chief cor- 


aer ſtone (x). 
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INTRODUCTION. 


HE general rule of conduct for men to go 
by is reaſon: contrary to what this plainly 
teaches, we neither can nor ought to believe; but 
beyond what it teaches, on ſufficient authority, we 
juſtly may. Perſuaſion founded on authority is 
called faith; and that which is founded on the au- 
thority of our bleſſed Lord, Chriſtian faith. 
Now the rule of this faith, the only means by 
which we, who live ſo many ages after him, can 
learn with certainty what things he hath required 


as neceſlary, and what he hath forbidden as unlaw- 


ful, I have proved to be the holy Scriptures. For 
theſe, which confeſſedly give us a true account of 
Chriſtianty, do alſo, as I have ſhown to you, give 


us a full and ſufficiently clear account of it: and 


there is none whatever beſides, that can be equal] 

depended on. Other antiquity compared with that 
of Scripture is modern: Tradition in its own na- 
ture ſoon grows uncertain : and infallibility is no 
where to be found upon earth, The only thing 
then we have to rely on in Chriſtianity, is the writ - 
ten Word of God. Whatever this forbids is ſinful : 

whatever it requires as a condition on ſalvation is 
neceſſary: whatever it does not ſo require, is not 
neceſſary. By theſe rules therefore of reaſon and 


Scripture let us now proceed, as was propoſed in | 


the ſecond place, to try the chief of thoſe doctrines 
which diſtinguiſh the church of Rome from ours. 
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"CHAP. 1. 
Saints and Angels not proper Objects of Worſhip, 


WE Proteſtants worſhip God, and pray to him 
through the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. 


This the Romanifts acknowiedge to be right. The 
ſaints in heaven we love and honour as members of 


the ſame myſtical body with ourſelves, The holy 


angels we reverence as the miniſters of the Divine 


Will. But as for praying to either, here being no 


argument for it in reaſon, nor precept in Scripture, 
nor indeed example in antiquity for at leaſt 300 
years after Scripture, it ſurely cannot be a thing 


neceſſary, Letting it alone is undoubtedly fafe : 
whether practiſing it be ſo, the church of Rome 


would do well to conſider. They tell us, indeed, 


that they only beg the prayers of the ſaints in hea- 
ven, as we do thoſe of good perſons on earth, And 
| were this true, (as I ſhall prove it is not) we deſire 


our Fellow-chriftians on earth to pray for us, be- 


cauſe we know they hear our deſires; and ſurely it 


is reaſon enough not to aſk thoſe in heaven to do 
it, becauſe we do not know they hear us, nor have 
the leaſt cauſe to think they do. For Scripture, 
which alone could tell us ſo, hath told us no ſuch 


thing. But beſides, if we can at all underſtand 
| Scripture, it hath expreſsly forbidden all applicati- 


ons to the inhabitants of the inviſible world, ex- 
cepting theSupreme Being. Thou ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy God, ſays Moſes, and him only ſpalt thou 

| Res ferve. 
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fer ve (a). There is one God and one Mediator, ſays 


St. Pda, between God and men, the man Chriſt Je- 


ſus (Y). Accordingly we hind, that the angel 
MI, appeared to St. John in the Revelation, for- 


bids any religious honour to be paid him, even 


when preſent. dee thou do it not I am thy fellow- 
ſervant * worſhip God (c). And when ſome amongſt 
the Coloſſians Wt affected unjuſtifiable practices of 
this kind, St. Paul cenſures them as being in a 
very dangerous error. Let no man beguile you of your 


reward in a voluntary humility and worſhipping of 
angels, intruding into thoſe things which he hath not 


ſeen { 4). Vet does the church of Rome intrude fo 
much farther as to pay undue worthip to beings far 
below angels; not only to the ſaints in heaven, 
but to ſome who were ſo wicked on earth, that 
there is great reaſon to fear they are in hell; and to 
others that are mere fictions of their own imagina- 
tions, and never were at all. For the ſake of theſe, 
and through their merits, they deſire in their public 
and authorized prayers, God's mercy, ſometimes 


quite omitting to mention the merits of Chriſt, and 
ſometimes joining his and theirs together, F arther 
than this, they directly pray to them in the houſe 


of God, and in the ſame poſture in which they pray 
to God; and that not only to intercede with him 


for them, but, in ſo many words, that they them- 


ſelves would beſtow grace and mercy upon them, would 
forgive the guilt of their ſins, deliver them from hell, 
and grant them a place in heaven, What pretence 
is there now in Chriſtianity for ſuch things as 
theſe? And what doth this tend to, but making the 


| ignorant, eſpecially, think their favourite ſaint can 


do every thing for them, right or wrong? To him 


therefore they recommend themſelves, not by a re- 


ligious life, but by flattering addreſſes and coſtly 


(a) Matt. iv. 10. (b) 1 Tim. ii. 5. 
(e) Rev. xix. 10. xxii. + bh (4) Col. ii. 18. 
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preſents: on his interceſſion they often depend 
much more than on our bleſſed Saviour's; and be- 
ing ſecure, as they think, of the favour of theſe 
courtiers of heaven, pay little regard to the king 
of it. Thus is the intent of religion deſtroyed, 
and the heathen multitude of deities brought ſi- 


5 lently back into Chriſtianity, 


CHAP, Il. 
Againſt the Worſhip of the Virgin Mary. 


5 * E adoration paid by the Papiſts to the Vir- 


gin Mary is very remarkable. We honour her 


memory as a perſon whom He that is mighty hath 


peculiarly magnified, and whom all generations. ſhall 


call bleſſed (e). But they addreſs her in ſuch terms 
as follow: Empreſs of beaven ; queen of angels and 
men; throngh whom, after God, the whole earth liv- 
eth; mother of mercy ; the fountain of grace and ſal- 
vation; the only hope of ſinners : Who ever truſted in 
* thee, and was confounded? To thee 1 commit all my 


hope, and all my comfort : under thy defence is my re- 


| fuge ; make haſte to help me in all things which 1 ſhall 
| either do or think every moment of my life ; looſe the 
| bonds of the guilty, enligbien the eyes of the blind, 


free us from all fin, and drive away from us all evil: 
(rant us to eſcape eternal damnation, and cauſe the 
glory of paradiſe to be beſlowed on us. What au- 
thority or what excuſe is there now for ſuch ex- 
preſhons as theſe ? And yet every one of them I 
have myſelf collected, partly out of their public 


| offices, partly from others of their authorized 


and approved books of devotion. Formerly in 
their very maſs book they went yet farther, and 


” 0) Lukes 48, 49. 5 
| C begged 
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begged her, by virtue of her parental e to 
command of her Son what they wanted. But to this 
very day, in another office, they intimate the ſame 
thing, by exhorting her that ſhe wauld ſhew herſelf 
10 be his mother. And the better to make ſure of 


her doing ſo, they apply to St. Joachim, who, they 


Tay, was her father, though indeed it 3s not cer- 


tainly known at all who her father was ; much leſs 
whether he was ſaint or finner : However, they 
apply to St. Joachim, and tell him, that as his 


daughter can poſſibly deny him nothing, it is in his 


power to do every thing be will for them, This, you 
ſee, is being very artful in making intereſt: only 
it is more art than is neceſſary. For ſince we are 
both permitted and appointed to approach God 
through Chriſt directly, who, we are certain, both 
doth hear and will help us, we ſhall prejudice, in- 
ſtead of benefiting our cauſe, by making under- 
hand applications to other perſons, who perhaps 
never come to know of our petitions, and, if they 
do, are diſpleaſed at them; or, if they were not, 
can be in compariſon of little uſe to us, 
Vet, to judge by the practice of the Romiſh 
church, who would not think that the whole New 
Teſtament were filled with precepts for the wor- 
ſhip of the ſaints, eſpecially the bleſſed Virgin? 


Whereas, even in the Goſpels ſhe is but ſeldom and 
occaſionally mentioned; our Saviour ſeeming on 


purpoſe to take leſs notice of her, as if he foreſaw 
what advantages taking more would give to the 
extravagancies of after times. In the As the is 
juſt mentioned once. In the Epiſtles and Revela- 
tion not at all. Yet theſe are not half the mon- 
ſtrous things that the Remani/ts are guilty of about 
her, They haue invented a fable of her body be- 
ing taken up into ein, and: ome a ſolemm 
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I feſtival 3 in honour of it. They have inſtituted a 
form of devotion called the Roſary, in which ten 
| I addrefles are made to her, for one to God; and 
ſucceſſive popes have granted large indulgences 


- vate writers about her have gone incredible lengths. 
* One of their cardinals, Bonaventure, by putting 
1s her name inſtead of God's, and ſome other neceſ- 
ſary alterations, hath applied the whole book of 
Pſalms to her. In the ſame manner he hath al- 


vis 1 tered the Te Deum. We praiſe thee, O Mary, we 
du acknowledge thee to be the Lady; and ſo in the other 
ly |» hymns of the church. Nay, he hath made a creed 
SY for her in imitation of St. Athana/ius'ss Ihoever 

0 


"12w2ll be ſaved, it is necefſary that he hold the true faith 
th | concerning Mary; which except a man keep whole and 
in- undefiled, he ſhall periſp everlaſtingly. Now if their 
er- church do really diſapprove theſe things, why do 
they never cenſure them? Why is this very man 
ey canonized for a ſaint, whilſt we are condemned as 
ot, heretics ? For not content with thinking this kind 
of worſhip lawful, they pronounce accurſed who 


uſp | ever ſhall think otherwiſe, . 

ew | 

or- ; a 

n? | C H AP. III. 

* | 3 Againſl the Warſhip of Images. 

br | ANOTHER thing in which we differ from the 

23 Roman Catholics, is this. They make pic- 

. Ftures of God the Father under the likeneſs of a 
Avenerable old man. They make images of Chriſt 

ON 7 | 

and of his ſaints, after their own fancy. Before 

out 

{ap theſe images, and even that of his croſs, they knee! 

 Edown and proſtrate themſelves : to theſe they lift 
enn. P Y 


ival OP weir eyes, and in that poſture pray. The 
| . - Ca leaſt 
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of | : and bleſſings to all that ſay it. Then their pri- 
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leaſt appearance of command, or even the allow- 


ance, of ſuch practices in Scripture they pretend 


not; and yet againſt thoſe who diſallow them, 
they thunder out tanathemas, Now as to pictures 
of the Father Almighty, whom no man either hath 


ſeen, or can ſee (/); all viſible figures muſt repre- 


tent him ſuch as he i 1s not, mult lead the ignorant 
into low and mean ideas of him, and give thoſe of 
better abilities, from a contempt of ſuch repre- 
ſentation, a contempt of the religion that uſes 


them. Anciently the heathens themſelves had no | F 


images-of God; and a very learned heathen obſerves, 
that if they had never had any, their worſhip would 


have been the purer; for the inventors of theſe 


things, ſays he, lefftened among men the reverence 
of the divine nature, and introduced errors con- 
cerning it (g). The Jews, though the Old Teſta- 
ment figuratively expreſſes, in words, the power 
and attributes of God by parts of the human form, 
were yet moſt ſtrictly forbidden all ſenſible repre- 
ſentations of him under any form. T ate good heed 


unto yourſelves, ſays Moſes, for ye ſaw no manner of 


fumilitude onthe day that the Lord ; to you in Horeb; 


i ye corrupt your ſelves, leſt ye forget the covenant of 


Lord your God, and make the ſimilitude of any 


Heure; for the Lord thy God is a conſuming fire, even 


@ jealous God(h), Accordingly we find, that when 
they had made a golden image, though it was ex- 
preily deſigned in honour of that God who brought 


them out of Egypt, it was notwithſtanding puniſhed 


as idolatry. And far from allowing to Chriſtians, 


what was then forbidden the Jews, St. Paul moit | 


{Ff) 1 Tim. vi. 16. | 
(C) Varro ap. S. Aug. de Civ. Dei, l. 4+ c. 31. where he ſays, 
they had none for 170 years. But Targquinius Priſcws introduced 
chem. See e on Idol. p. 59. 


te) Deut. i . 15 240 8 
ſeverely 


* * _ » nr N a 
TTW E T 
n * E 

2 eee . , e ee 


88 992 SO 3 wats 3 » 2 r 8 a 1 > PoE) 
IEEE, ny eee Ag Eb DES £ 


, 
| + 
þ 8 
* 
» of 
, WW. 
| 8 
5 
8 3 + 
1 
3 
ry : 
t W 
3 
= 
- 4 
. , 4 ; 
s 
J =” 
| 5 
' 9 A 
: Bat 
E I's- 
Ee wp N 
I 
f 0 2 
— WY 
4 
Is 
7 r 2 1 
3 
N 
ly % 


of the Cyurcn of RoMe. 20 


fev verely condemns it in the very heathens, that 
when' they knew Cd, they glor ified him not as Gad, but 
became vain in their imaginations, and cans: A 1h 
glory of the incorruptible God, into an image made like to 
corruptible man (i). Yet how near doth this approach 
to what the church of Rome doth now, in making 
pictures of God the Father! Our blefied Sariour 
indeed, having taken on him human nature, is 
capable of being repreſented in a human form. 
But, as all ſuch repreſentations mult be imaginary 
ones, ſo they are uſcleſs ones too: the memorial of 
himſelf, which he hath appointed in the ſacrament, 
we may be afturcd is ſuſhcient to all e purpoſes z 
and theſe other memorials have alway « produced 


abſurd and wicked ſuperſtitons. As 701 the i images 


of the faints, it is fuſhcicnt to fay, that there 


being no pretence for worſhipping the ſaints them- 


ſelves, there is yet leis pretence for worſhipping 
theſe repreſentations of them. But here the 
church of Rome will ſay we wrong them: they do 
not worſhip images, but only Chriſt and his ſaints 
by theſe images. But indecd, it is they who wrong 
themſelves then. For not a few of their own 


Writers (&) frankly own they do worſhip images, 


and with the ſame degree of worthip that they pay 
to the perſons whoſe images they are. And for 
the croſs, particularly in their public offices, they 


expreſly declare themſelves to adore it, and in 


plain words, petition it in one of their hymns, 10 


(i) Rom. i. 21, 22. 
(Y Againas, &c. See Trapp, Ch. of Engiand defended, p. 219. 


They put in the Iudex Exp. thoſe paſſages in marginal notes and 


inde ces, that ſay the contracy. See Inſtances, ib. p. 235. They are 


to be worſhipped, ſays Bellarmine, ita ut ipſe terminent uenerationem, 
ut in ſe conſiderantur S non ſolum ut vicem gerunt exemplari is : ſo that 


the <yorſhip reſt in them: as "7 are c:nfidered in themfelwes, and 


not only. as they ſupply the place o 


a copy. Bellarm. de Img. l. li. 
Co 21. 2. Vitr. in Iſ. xliv. 20. 
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give mcreaſe of grace to the righteous, and pardon to | 


the guilty, This they ſay is a poetical licence; and 
truly, in ſo ſerious a thing as worſhip, no {mall 
one, But farther: had they no regard to the 
image, but only to the perſon repreſented, why is 
an image in one place looked upon to have ſo 
much more power and virtue, than an image of 
the ſame perſon in another place? Why. bath that 
of our lady of Loretto, for inftance, ſo much more 
honour done it, than that of our lady any where 


clſe? We own the council of Trent does give a 4 


caution, that no divinity be aſcribed to images, nor 
any truſt put in them: and the heathen 'gave the 
like caution often with reſpect to theirs : but this 


never hinders the Scripture from condemning them 
as idolaters. And the reaſon is, that ſuch cautions 


never are, or can be obſerved by the multirude. 


Place ſenſible objects before them to direct their 
worſhip to: and in thoſe objects their worſhip will. 
terminate. This the primitive Chriſtians ſaw too 


plainly in the heathens, ever to think of imitating 


them. Accordingly, neither images nor pictures 
were allowed in churches for near four hundred 
years. And when, after being more than once 


condemned, they came to be allowed, no honour 


was intended to be paid to them. On the con- 
trary, when it began to be paid, which indeed was 


not long, it was ſeverely cenſured, and particu- 


larly in the-eighth century, by above three hug 


dred biſhops, afſembled in council at Conſtantinop 


But about thirty years after, the ſecond council of 


Nice (fo ill did councils agree) eſtabliſhed it. Yet 


even this council held repreſentations of God to be. 


unlawful. And all the weſtern countries, except 
Ttaly, under the pope's immediate direCtion, con- 


tinued to condemn the worſbip of all repreſenta- 
tions, 


F e 22 
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tions, for ſome ages afterwards. But by degrees 
it firſt became general; and then ſo groſsly {can- 
dalous, that the church of Rome, it- ſeems, hath 
judged it the wiſeſt way to leave the ſecond com- 
mandment, which too plainly forbids theſe things, 
out of their ſmaller books of devotion, under the 


abſurd pretence of its being only a part, I ſuppoſe 


an inſignificant one, of the firſt : though, ſince 
they have been charged with this, they have 


thought fit in ſome of them, but not in all, to 


reſtore it again. And here let us quit the article 
5 image-worſhip, with the pſalmiſt's remark upon 

They that make them are like unto them; ſo is 
every one that rufiels 6 in them. O W tr 41 thou 
in the e Lord (). 


CHAP. IV. 


The Doane of Tranſub/antiation 2 to be abſurd 


and falſe. 
Tu HERE till remains another object of popiſh 


rorſhip, the ſacramental bread and wine. 
For they have made it an article of faith, that the 
ſubſtance of theſe is, by the words of conſecration, 


intirely changed into the ſubſtance of the living 
body and blood of -Chriſt : which change there- 
fore, they call tranſubſtantiation. Now, were this 
really the-body of Chriſt, tis allowed we have no 


command to worſhip it-under this diſguiſe, and 


therefore commit no fin in letting ſuch worſhip 
alone. But if it be really not ſo, they own them 


ſelves to pay that honour to a bit of bread, which 


belongs only to the eternal Son of God. And 


ſurely one ſhould think it a queſtion eaſily decided, 
whether a ſmall wafer, which is the bread they ny 


(J) Pal. cxv. 8, g. 
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on theſe occaſions, be the body of a man, and whe- 
ther wine 1n a cup be blocd. Almoſt every one 
of our ſenſes will tell us it is not: And though, in 
ſome hafty or diſtant appearances of things, our 


tenſes may be deceived, yet, if, where there is all 


poſtible opportunity of examining the matter, wc 
cannot be ſure of what cur own eyes and our own 
feeling, our ſmelling and taſting, all inform us of, 
then we can be ſure of nothing. Tis only by ſuch 
evidence that we know any thing in this world: 


tis by no other that we know we have a revela- 


tion from God, and that this ſacrament is ap- 
pointed in it. If thereforc we are not to believe 


our ſenſes, how are we to believe any thing at all? 
But indeed what they tell us in this caſe, is as con- 


trary to all reaſon as it is to all ſenſc. That a 


human body in its full dimenſions fhould be con- 1 


tained in the ſpace of an inch or two, looks as like 
a contradiction as any thing well can do: that the 
ſabſtance of bread ſhould not be in the ſacrament, 
where they own all the properties of bread are, 
and that the ſubſtance of fleſh ſhould be there, 


and not one of the properties of it appear, is very 


monſtrous; and that the very fame body of Chriſt, 
which is now in heaven at the right hand of God, 
ſhould at the ſame time be on earth in the right 
hand of the priett 3 and that there ſhould be ſeveral 


thoufands of thole bodies upon earth at many 


hundreds of miles diſtance from one another, and 
yet all theſe be that wy ſame one body alſo, this is 
ſuch talk, that for ſober perſons in their fober 


ſenſes to uſe it, and keep their countenance, is 


very ſtrange. If one and one be two, then one 
body of Chriſt here, and one body of Chriſt there, 
make two bodies of Chriſt, which they own he hath 
not. And if one body can be in more than one 

+ | place 
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place in one time, we may all of us perhaps be now 


this very inſtant at Rome as well as here: * a man 


be at ever ſo many thouſand miles diſtance from 
himſelf, and afterwards he may come and meet 
himſelf, (as two of their pretended real bodies of 
Chriſt often do;) and then paſs by himſelf and go 
away from himſelf to the ſame diſtance he was 
at before: he may in one place be ſtanding ſtill, 

in another be carried along, and fo be in motion 
and not in motion at the ſame time. Men ma 


ſay ſuch things as theſe if they will: and they 
may believe them if they can. 


But in order to it, 
well do they direct their poor people to profeſs in 
their Exgliſh manual of prayers before mals, i725, 
p. 409. 
my ſenſes, and all human underſtanding. 

Here therefore we fix our foot: if theſe things 


be to every man living evidently abſurd and im- 
2 poſſible, then let no body ever regard the moſt 


ſpecious pretences of . proving fuch doctrines, or 
the authority of a church that maintains them. 
It is no hard matter for an artful. man, a little 
practiſed in diſputing, ſo to confound a plain man 
upon almoſt any ſubject, that he ſhall not well 
know how to anſwer, though he ſees himſelf to be 
right, and the other wrong. I his is an art which 


the prieſts of the church of Rome are well verſed 


in. Indecd the chief part of their learning is to 
puzzle themſelves tirit, and as many others as they 
can afterwards, . But always obteryc this rule: 
ſtick to common ſenſe againſt the world: and 


2 whenever a man would perſuade-you of any thing 


evidently contrary to that, never be moved by any 
tricks and fetches of ſophiſtry, let him ule ever to 


many. He will be for proving to you by round- 


about arguments, of which you are unqualified to 
(” 5 judge, 


Herein I utterly renounce the judgment of 
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judge, that his church is infallible, and therefore 
tranſubſtantiation is true, Do you anſwer him by 


a much plainer argument, of which you are very. 


well qualified to judge: that tranſubſtantiation 
cannot poſſibly be true, and therefore his church is 
not infallible. . | 
But they plead; with God all things are poſſi- 
ble, and therefore this is ſo. Now we own that 


all things which are not impoſſible in themſelves, 


are poſhble with him; but God himſelf cannot do 
what in its own nature cannot be done. For. in- 
ftance, he cannot deſtroy his own being, he can- 
not ceaſe to be juſt and good, becauſe this hath a 
contradiction in it; and for the ſame reaſon he 
cannot do any thing elſe that hath a contradiction 
in it: for that would be doing a thing, and at the 
ſame time not doing it : to aſcribe which to God 
is not to magnify, but mock his power. 

But they fay further, that tranſubſtantiation 
hath no more difficulty than the Trinity hath. 


But ſurely the difference is very viſible, The doc- 
trine of the Trinity indeed 1s a myſtery : that is, 


the whole of the ſubject cannot be fully under- 


| ſtood by us. But in tranſubſtantiation there is ne 


myſtery at all. For the moſt evident falſhoods are 
Juſt as clearly underſtood to be ſo as the moſt evi- 
dent truths. In the Trinity there is nothing we 
fee to be falſe ; only we do not ſee the particular 
manner in which ſome. things ſaid concerning it 
are true : but in tranſubſtantiation there are many 
things we ee to be falſe, and which can in no 
manner be true. Let them ſhew us any contra- 
diction in the doctrine of the Trinity, and we 
will believe it no longer. In the mean time, ſince 
we have ſhewn contradiction in tranſubſtantiation, 


But 
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But they have Scripture to plead for it. Now. 
if this were a doctrine of Scripture, it would 
ſooner prove Scripture to be falſe, than Scripture 


could prove it to be true; and therefore the pa- 


piſts, by making ſuch a monſtrous abſurdity an 


article of faith, have loaded their religion with 


a weight, Which, did it belong to Chriſtianity, 
were able to fink it. But, God be thanked, Scrip- 
ture is no more on their ſide than reaſon. We 


know indeed that our Saviour ſaid when he gave 


the ſacrament, This is my body But fo at another 
time he ſaid, Verih, „ J am the door ff the 
ſheep + And at a third, I am the vine. And fo have 
all Taking always called a repreſentation of an 

thing by the name of what it repreſented. Why 
then is he not to be underſtood in the ſame figure 
here? How do we think the apoſtles underſtood ' 
him but as they were uſed to do in ſuch caſes ? 
They who were ſo backward at comprehending. 
difficult things, and fo ready to alk queſtions about 


them, did chey without any ſurprize or any queſ= 


tion apprehend that our Saviour then took his oi 
body in his own hand, and gave that one body to 

each of his twelve apoſtles at the ſame time, DO 
that each of them ſwallowed him down their 


2 throats, though he was all the while ſitting at the 
table along with him ? Such things are too ridi- | 


culous to be mentioned 1n a ſerious place, and yet 


theſe men force us to it by gravely : requiring us f 


to believe them. The only conſiderable paſſage 

beſides, that they plead, is in the fixth chapter 2] 
St. John; where many Jeros having followed our 
Saviour, becauſe he had fed them with the mira- 
cle of the loaves, he bids them labour not for the 


= meat which periſheth, but that which endureth unto. 
3 everlaſting life, which n give them, who is the 
1 6 


true 
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the ſacrament, and to be underſtood literally, we 


But now theſe words being ſpoken, you ſee, con- 


 beceive it frequently, and yet are very bad Chriſ- 


true bread from heaven, Now were this meant of 


mult conclude not bread turned into Chriſt's bo- 
dy, but his body turned into bread; which is quite Þ 
the contrary to what they hold. But indeed the 
whole is only a figurative way of ſaying that the 
fouls of all men receive from the fruits of his 
death a much more valuable nouriſhment, than 
their bodies receive from their daily food, Juſt 
as he elſewhere ſays (n), I hocver drinhketh of the 
water that 1 ſhall give him, it ſhail be in him a well 
of water ſpringing up into everlaſting life; which 
Boo e Macally : ad rok ch Wiſdom Þ|* 
ſpeaks of herſelf in Ecclus xxiv. 21. They thatzeat Þ 
me ſhall yet be hungry, and they thar drink me ſhall yet 
be thirſty ; that is, they who have taſted the 3 | 
fures and benefits of virtue, will always defire a 
ſtill greater experience of them. But the Jews, 
with their uſual perverſeneſs, cavilling at theſe Þ* 
words of our Saviour's, he goes on very ſtrongly | 
to aſſert the propriety of them, that his fleſh is meat 
indeed, and his blood drink indeed, that he who eateth F" 
the one and drinketh the other, awelleth in him and 
{wveth by him, but he that doth not, hath no life in him. 
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cerning the preſent time, my fleſh is meat indeed, and 4 
fo on, cannot principally relate to the ſacrament ; | 
for there was yet no ſuch thing, nor till a year or | 
two after. Beſides, it is not true that he, and he 
only, who eateth the facrament, ſhall dwell in | 
Chriſt and live by him. For perſons may poſhbly 
have no opportunity of receiving the ſacrament, Þ 
and yet be very good Chriſtians; and too my 


tians. The meaning therefore plainly is, that our 


(n) John iv. 14+ : 7 
Sauiour's 
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Saviour's coming and ſuffering in the fleſh, and 
ſhedding his blood for mankind, 1s the ſpiritual 
life of the world : that whoever imbibes the doc- 
trine he taught in his life, and partakes by faith 
of the benefits he procured at his death, his foul 
is inwardly ſtrengthened by them, and ſhall be fi- 
nally preſerved to a happy immortality. For in 
this ſpiritual and figurative ſenſe, he immediately 
directs his diſciples to underftand his words; when 
miſunderſtanding them in a groſs and literal one 
had ſomewhat ſtaggered them. Doth this, ſays he, 
offend ou? It is the Spirit that quickeneth : the fleſh 
profiteth nothing. The words that I ſpeak unto you, 
they are ſpirit and they are life. His manner of ex- 
preſſion had the ſame intent with that paſſage of 
St. Paul (n), where he ſays, the Iſraelites did all 
eat the ſame ſpiritual meat, and did all drink the ſame 


ſpiritual drink : For they drank of the ſpiritual rock 


that followed them, and that rock was Chriſt. The 


papiſts themſelves do not think from hence, that 
the Jews did eat and drink Chriſt literally: and 


Chriſtians do it in the ſame manner they did, only 
with a clearer and more diſtinct faith. For in this 
ſpiritual ſenſe, Chriſt himſelf explains his words. 
We firmly believe his body and blood to be verily and 
indeed taken and received by the faithful in the Lord's 
Supper; that is, an union with him, to be not only 
repreſented, but really and effectually communi- 
cated to the worthy receiver. But as for an 
other ſenſe, if we did, or could do {o monſtrous a 
thing, as literally to eat the fleſh, and drink the 
blood of our dear Lord, it is not that which could 
do our ſouls any good, but only his grace accom- 
panying this ſacrament : which may as well ac- 
company it without any change of the bread and 
(1) 1 Cor. x. 4,4. 7 
5 wine, 
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wine, as it accompanies that of baptiſm, without 
any change of water. | 


We ſee then that Scripture by no means favours 


tranſubſtantiation. It is indeed expreſs againſt 
it: For St. Paul more than once tells us, that 


what we eat in the ſacrament is bread, and as for 
what we drink, when our Saviour ſays, this 1s m 
blood which is ſhed for you, if he had meant literally, 
he had ſpoken falſely: for his blood was not ſhed 
till afterwards, and could not be drunk then. 


Neither is it in a condition of being ſhed at pre- 


ſent, and therefore cannot be drunk now. But 


too much hath been ſaid of this monſtrous doc- 


trine, to which the indiſcretion of well-meaning 


writers gave the firſt occaſion pretty early, Whilft 
they affected to heighten the figurattve expreſſions 


of Scripture, by ſtill more figurative ones of their 


own; little thinking at the ſame time, that ſuch. 
an abſurd meaning, as the papiſts now plead for, 


could ever be aſcribed to them ; and plainly ſhow- 
ing, by innumerable proofs, that it is unjuſtly 
aſcribed to them. But as ignorance and ſuperſti- 
tion increaſed, about 800 years after Chriſt, this 
amazing notion began to be diſtinctly and expli- 
citly entertained and aſſerted, which ſome had the 
good ſenſe to oppoſe; fome the weakneſs to re- 


ceive, as a myſtery that promoted the reverence of 


the ſacrament; others the wickednefs to ſupport 
with zeal, as an artifice. that increaſed the autho- 


rity of the prieſts : for what could he not do, who, 


as they blaſphemouſly expreſs it, could make 
God? By degrees then this doctrine prevailed, 
till, in the thirteenth century, it was eſtabliſhed 


as an article of faith. And when once the ſpe- 


culative error of believing the conſecrated boned 
and wine to be literally the body and _— 1 
ri 
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Chrift obtained, the practical one of worſhipping 
them as ſuch, quicly followed. - For though a 
decent reſpect was always paid to the ſacrament, 

et a direct adoration to the elements was never 
paid, till the dark and ſuperſtitious ages above- 


mentioned introdu cd ſo ſenſeleſs an idolatry, to 


the infinite ſcandal of religion. May God, who 


mercifully winked at the times of heathen igno- 


rance, overlook this eſs excuſable folly of Chriſ- 


tians, and forgive them, for they know not what they 
do. But let us all remember, that our caſe will 
be much worſe than theirs, if, after the light hath 


ſo clearly ſhone upon us, we return to darkneſs 
again: if, as the apoſtle expreſſes it, we change the 


truth of God into a lie, and worſhip the creature in- 


flead of the Creator, who is bleſſed for evermore (0), 


Amen, 


CHAP. V. 


The Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper in one Kind 


only to the Laity condemned. 


] Now proceed to another peculiarity of the 

 Romaniſts, with reſpect to the ſacrament, with- 
holding the cup from the laity. That our Saviour 
adminiſtered the holy euchariſt in both kinds, 
they acknowledge: nay, that he expreſly com- 
manded thoſe, to whom he adminiſtered it, that 
they ſhould all drink of that cup. What therefore 
he commands all to do, why do they forbid all but 
the prieſt to do? Why; the apoſtles, they ſay, 
were commanded to take the cup as well as the 
bread, becauſe theywere clergy. But the church 
of Rome forbids evn the clergy, excepting -thoſe 


who officiate, to take it. Beſides, if the command 


(0) Rom. i. 25. 
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of receiving the cup relates only to the clergy, that 


of receiving the bread too, muſt relate only to the 
clergy : for there is no manner of diſtinction made 


in the goſpel. Yet they own the laity are obliged 


by our Saviour's command to receive the bread, 


and therefore they are obliged by the ſame com- 


mand, to receive the cup: which that they did 
accordingly, the eleventh chapter of the firſt 
epiſtle to the Corinthians makes as plain as words 
can make any thing. Not to ſay further, that if 
the fixth of St. ohn relate immediately to the 


facrament, as they are fometimes very poſitive it 


doth, the fifty-third verſe of that chapter expreſly 
declares, that, unleſs we drink the blood of the Son of 


man, as well as eat his fleſh, we have no life in us, 


But they tell ns, our Saviour himſelf, after his 
reſurrection, adminiſtered the facrament in one 
kind only, For St. Luke ſays, that fitting down to 
eat with the two diſciples at Emmaus, he rock bread 


and bleſſed it, and brake, and gave to them : and, upon 


their knowing him, vaniſhed out of their fight(a). 
Now it happens, that this was not adminitterin 
the ſacrament at all, but doing juſt the ſame thing, 


which the Evangeliſts in jult the ſame words tell 


us he did, when he fed the multitudes with the 
loaves and fiſhes z and indeed at every meal he eat. 
For the Jews in the beginning of every meal of 


theirs, uſe the very fame cuſtom to this day (5). 


But they further plead, that however that be, at 


leaſt when in the Acts of the apoſtles it is ſaid, the 


diſciples met together to break bread on the firſt day e 

the week (c): This muſt be the ſacrament ; and the 
cup is not once mentioned there as given, We 
anſwer, tis not certain that even this was the ſa- 


(a) Luke xxiv. 305 31. (5) Buxter f. Synag. Jud. c. 12. 
(c) Acts XX. 7» 
| crament ; 
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crament : and foppoling it was, as, in Scripture 
language, common feaſts are expreſſed by the ſingle 
phraſe of eating bread, which yet ſurely does not 
prove, that the gueſts drank nothing, ſo neither is 
it proved, by a religious feaſt being expreſſed in the 
ſame manner. And beſides, if there is no mention 
there of the laity's receiving the cup, there is none 
of the prieſt's receiving it neither: yet this they 
think abſolutely neceſſary: and if one may be taken 
for granted, without being mentioned, the other 
may. Nor ſhould it be forgotten on this occaſion, 
that as the phraſe of eating ſometimes comprehends 
the whole of this action, ſo doth that of drinking: 
we have all been made to drink into one ſpirit, lays the 
apoltle (4); who hence proves the unity of all 
Chrutians, and therefore certainly thought it was 
the right of all Chriſtians (e). But they plead farther, 
that the laity, by receiving the body of Chriſt, 
receive his blood alſo: for the blood is contained 
in the body. But here they quite forget, that our 
Saviour hath appointed this ſacrament to be re- 
ceived for a memorial of his blood's being ſhed out 
of his body, of which, they who receive not the 
cup, do not make the memorial which he com- 
manded, when he ſaid, drink ye all of bis. Still 
they inſiſt, that there being no peculiar virtue or 
benefit annexed to this part of the ſacrament that 
they withhold, which does not belong to the other, 
*tis no manner of Joſs to the laity to omit it. Now 
does not the ſame. reaſon prove equally, that the 
clergy may omit it too? But befides, what treat- 
ment of our bleſſed Lord is this, when he hath- 
appointed all Chriſtians to perform a ſolemn act 
of religion, conſiſting of two parts, both with 
equal Arietneſe enjoined; for the church of Rome 


(ad) 1 Cor. xii. 13. (e) Clagget, Vol. I. Serm. x. p. 265. 1 
| ä t 


be able to find them out any more than we. For „ 


nations gradually increaſing amongſt Chriſtians, a 


withſtanding (for ſo they expreſs it) our Saviour 
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to ſay that one of them, the far greateſt part of 5 
Chriſtians ſhall not perform, for it is full as well Þ 
let alone: nay better indeed, if we believe them: 
for the cup they tell us, may be drunk of immo- Þ 
derately, may be ſpilled, many dreadful inconve- | 
niencies may happen from truſting it with the 
laity? Now *tis ſtrange our Saviour thould not! 
be wiſe enough to foreſee theſe inconveniencies : | 
tis ſtrange we ſhould not experience them neither: 
and it adds to the wonder not a little, that the 
whole church of Chriſt, for 1200 years, ſhould not] 


in all that time, the cup was conſtantly given to Z 
the laity in the public communions, though there 
are ſome inſtances, yet neither many, nor early ones, 
in which the bread alone was carried to private 
houſes. And when ſome of the laity, for abſurd 
reaſons, refuſed to take the cup, no leſs than three 
popes condemned them. But ſuperſtitious imagi- 


cuſtom aroſe firit. of giving the bread dipt in wine 
inſtead of both ſeparate ; and at laſt in the 15thÞ 
century, the council of Conſtance, the ſame. which ; 
decreed ſo honeſtly, that. promiſes made to the 
prejudice, of the Catholic faith ought not to be 
kept, (/) decreed alſo very „ that not-“ 


miniſtered both kinds, one only ſhall be admini— j 
ſtered for the future to the laity,, And now it isF 
made an article of their creed, that the whole ſa- 
crament is given by giving this part: : ſo that who- 
ever ſhall ſay both are neceſſary, (which, if it be 
not a truth, one ſhould think could not be a he-F 


rely) is by the council of Trent pronounced ac- 


curled, 
(f) See e s council of Trent, Vol. i. p. 595. 
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On the Sacrifice of the Maſs, e Confe oo on, and 
private Abſolution. 


| NO TH ER difference between the churcl, of 
Rome and ours with reſpect to the ſacrament 

is this. They hold that as often as it is cele- 
brated Chriſt is truly and properly offered up a 
ſacrifice for our ſins. Now we acknowledge, that 
every act of obedience, and of worſhip more eſpe- 
cially, may, agreeably to the language of Scripture, 
be ſpoken of as a ſacrifice to our Maker : that his. 


creatures of bread and wine, when appropriated to 
| this ſolemn act of religin, are ſo far offerings to 
God: and that this whole act, being a memorial 


and repreſentation of the ſacrifice of Chriſt, may 
| fitly enough to be called by the ſame name with what 
it commemorates and repreſents : ſo that in this 


ſenſe Chriſtians have an altar and an offering upon, 
it. But that, inſtead of a repreſentative ſacrifice 
of praiſe, it ſhould be a real ſacrifice of atonement, 
in which Chriſt's body, literally ſpeaking, is every 
day offered up anew, of this we can ſee neither 
proof nor poſſibility. For not only it ſuppoſes 
tranſubſtantiation to be true, which hath been 
proved to be falſe; but it is abſolutely incon- 
ſiſtent with two whole chapters of the epiſtle 


is to the Hebrews; the ninth and tenth; which 


throughout inculcate that Chri/? was not to be offer - 
dd up often, for then muſt he often. have ſuffered ; but 
| that he appeared once to put away ſin by the ſacrifice of 
| himſelf ; was once offered to bear the ſins of many; and 
| by this one offering hath hs or ever perfected them that 
| are ſan#ti ed, If there 


re our doctrine be here- 
tical in this point, St. Paul's is ſo too: not to ſpeak 
of 
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| ing it an unbloody one, ſhew they did not think thre 


by frequently ſaying they had indeed no ſacrifices, 
prove theniſclves to look on this only as a figura- 


_ apprehend to give their church an unſpeakable | 


ſeever ye Pall bind on earth, ſpall be bound in heaven :\3 
heaven (g). Whaſeſoever fins ye remit, they are re- 


ed (h), Now certainly theſe words did not put it 


and no man fhutteth : who fhutteth, and no man eben- 


tue of theſe words, which we have not: the power! 
af diſcerning by the Spirit, i in many caſes at leaſt, 
and therefore of declaring, who were penitent and 


of the primitive Chriſtians; who, though they 
often called this ordinance a ſacrifice, yet, 'by call- 


lod of Chriſt was literally oftered up in it; and 


tive one 

But now from this notion of a daily atonement 
thus made, I ſhall proceed to their other doctrines 
concerning the forgiveneſs of fins. And here they |, 
hold that a particular abſolution from a prieſt is“ 
neceflary, if it can be had, for the pardon of every | 
mortal fin, 1. e. every fin by which any perſon |* 
without repentance forſeits his title to heaven: 
and that a particular confethon of every material- 
circumſtance of every ſuch fin is neceſſary for- 
abſolution. And the practice of theſe things they |? 


advantage over Ours. 7 
The neceflity of ſuch. abſolution they plead for : 
from our Saviour's words to his apoitles : Mat. 
3 


and whatſcever ye ſhall hoſe on earth, ſhall be looſed in 4 


mitted; and wheſe ge ver fins ye retain, they.are retgin- 
in the power of the apoitles themſelves, to pardon, 
or refuſe to pardon whom they pleaſed, right ar 
wrong. They could uſe the keys of. the kingdom 
of heaven no further, than he ſaw fit, who open d, 


eth (i). Yet the apoſtles had great powers by vir- 


(g) Matt. vil. 18. (5) John xx. 23. (i) Rev. ii. 7. 
pardoned, 
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tre | | pardoned, who otherwiſe : the power of inflicting 
1d and continuing miraculous puniſhments on wick- 


ed perſons, which is binding and retaining their 
ſins; and of removing ſuch puniſhments, which 


cod js loofong and remitting them. But theſe things the 
ent Romiſh clergy can no more claim than we. What 
nes then beſides can there be conveyed by theſe words 
h ey of our Lord? A power of preaching that goſpel, 

x 15 according to the terms of which alone, the fins of 


men ſhall be forgiven or puniſhed ; a power of ad- 
mitting perſons into a ſtate of forgiveneſs by bap- 
tiſm, of adminiſtring to them the word of God 


Eli: 
rial and the holy ſacrament, as means of grace; of de- 
cor! nouncing his wrath againſt all ſinners, interceding 


with him for all penitents, and pronouncing in his 
able name that he pardons and abſolves them. Theſe 
| things, we truſt, are done much more faithfully by 
aus than them. There is indeed another power, 
of exerciſing ſpiritual diſcipline, for the honour of 
the church and the ſake of example, to diſtinguiſh 
ſo far as men are able between the good, by ad- 
mitting them to communion with us, and the bad, 

by excluding them from it. In this we acknow- 
ledge that we are deficient; but they are worſe : 


ut it 


2 for they have utterly perverted it from a public in- 
rdon: 3 | 
ſtitution of general uſe and influence, to a ſecret 

ht or O f 

PR tranfaction between a ſinner and his confeffor, in 

mo which not only ſuch abſolution is made neceſſary, 
„as the Scripture hath no where required, but duch 
vir. confeſhon inſiſted on as is no way needful to it. 
fred Not needful from any command of God : for the 


leaſt. chief and almoſt only text they plead for thae 
it andl purpole, Confeſs your apy one to another (&), no 
more obliges the people in all caſes to reveal the 
particulars of their fins to the prieſts, than the 


([.) James v. 16. 5 
; | | prieſt 


11,7. | 
loned! 
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prieſt to reveal the particulars of his to the people.. 


Nor is it needful from the nature of the thing : 


for it 1s not knowing a perſon's fins that can qua- 


lify the prieſt to give hm abſolution, but knowing 
he hath repented of thm; which is juſt as poſſi- 
ble to be known without a particular confeſſion, 


as with it. Still in many caſes acknowledging the 
errors of our lives, and opening the ſtate of our 


ſouls to the miniſters of God's word, for their 


opinion, their advice, and their prayers, may'be 


extremely uſeful, ſomeimes neceſſary. And when- 
ever perſons think it ſo we are ready both to hear 
them with the utmoſt ſecreſy, and to aſſiſt them 


with our beſt care: to direct them how they may 
be forgiven, if we think they are not; to pro- 


nounce them forgiven, if we think they are. Only 


we muſt beg them to remember, that none but 


God can pardon fins as to their conſequences in 
another world. Men indeed may take off from ſin- 
ners the cenſures of the church if they have in- 
curred them; but as to any thing farther, all we 
can do 1s either to pray to God that he would for- 


give them, (which was the only form of abſoluti- 


on till the eleventh century at leaſt) or elſe to de- 


clare that he hath done ſo. And let ſuch a decla- 
ration expreſs ever fo poſitively that either God or 


the prieſt abſolves them, it 1s a fatal error to build 
hopes on this with reſpect to another life, any fur- 


ther then conditionally, that if their repentance be 


ſufficient, their forgiveneſs is certain. But whe- 
ther it be ſufficient or no, the prieſts of our church 
can give their judgment, and thoſe of the church 


of Rome can poſſibly do no more. For they mult 


own themſelves to be as fallible as we are. | 
But as neither reaſon nor Scripture makes con- 


feſſion and abſolution of n og neceſſary, ſo 


0 : . nceither 
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neither did the primitive church hold it to be ſo. 
Public confeſhon indeed they required in caſes of 
public ſcandal: but for private confeſhon in all 
caſes, it was never thought of as a command of 
God for goo years after Chriſt ; nor determined 
to be ſuch till after 1200: when the ſame council 
of Lateran decreed it, which decreed alſo the' de- 
poſing of ſuch princes as would not extirpate 
hereſy. And yet it 15 amazing, what ſtreſs the 
no lay upon it. No repentanee, they tell us, will 
, | avail, if it be neglected : and almoſt any will do, 
if it be obſerved. For let a dying ſinner have only 
What they call attrition, ſuch a ſorrow as ariſes 
I merely from the fear of being puniſhed without 
ble leaſt degree of diſlike to fin or love to God, this 
5 | ſorrow, though not ſufficient without abſolution, 
t | yet, with it, is. So that if a perſon who has diſ- 
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regarded God all his life, can but be made afraid 
of him at his death, the prieſt ſhall deliver him 

from hell, and ſecure heaven to him, by a word 
ſpeaking. Some leſſer puniſhments indeed he doth 
remain ſubject to firſt: as to which however there 
are ways of making matters as eaſy as can well be 
Vviſhed. But in order to underſtand them, another 
head of Popiſb doCtrine muſt be explained. 


A n 
E 
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£HAP. vu. 
| On Purgatory. 


: O UR Saviour, the Romani/ts tell us, having pro- 

: cured for repenting ſinners the forgiveneſs 

{ only of the eternal puniſhment due to their fins, 
there remains a temporal puniſhment due to them 


till, which, if it be not in this life either inflicted 
ſo by worldly ſufferings, or ſatisfted for by good 
er N 2 | Vorks 
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works and penances, muſt be undergone aſter 
death, in the pains of a place called Purgatory ; 
which pams may, however, be mitigated and ſhort— 
ened, partly by offering up prayers for ſuch perſons, 
and partly by granting indulgences to them. And 
_ theſe things alſo we are heretics for not believing. 
Yet for the neceſſity of our believing theſe doc- 
trines, they pretend no Scripture proof, and they 
| have no proof for ſo much as the truth of them. 
Heaven and hell we read of perpetually in the bi- 


ble, but purgatory we never meet with: though 


ſurely, if there be ſuch a place, Chriſt and his 
apoſtles would not have concealed it from us. St. 
Paul indeed mentions, a fire that tries every man's 
works, and perſons that ſhall 3 yet ſo as by fire 
(2). But what is he there ſpeaking of? He had 
been laying amongſt them, he ſays, the foundation 
of religion, the acknowledgment of Jeſus Chriſt. 


On this, ſays he, another man hath built : but let every 


man take heed how he buildeth ; what he teaches for 
Chriſtian doQtrine : for the day ſhall declare it, and 
the fire ſhall try every man's work of what ſort it is: 


either the day of the fiery trial of perſecution, or 


rather, the final judgment of God, whoſe day ſhall 
burn like an oven (m), this ſhall try every man's 


work, ſearch it as thoroughly as fire does things | 


that are put into it. Then, if any man's work which 
he hath built, abide, if the doctrines he hath taught 
bear the teſt, he ſhall receive a reward but; if His 
_ work be burnt, if, preſerving the fundamentals of 
chriſtianity, he hath built errors on them, he /hall 
ſuffer loſs; the pains he hath taken ſhall be of no 
benefit, and though he may be ſaved himſelf, it 
hall be like one that eſcapes through the fire, 
with great danger and difficulty. For ſo St. Jude 
. (/) x Cor. iii. 23, 15. (*) Mal. iv. 1. 
ſpeaks: 
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ſpeaks : ſome ſave with fear, pulling out of the fire 


{n) e and the prophet Amos, Ye were as @ firebrand 
plucked out of the burning (9). This palſage there- 
fore relates not to puniſhing, in purgatory, the 
perſons of ſome men, before the day of judg- 
ment, but to trying the works of all men at the 
day of judgment : and, far from patronizing the 
church of Rome, gives them indeed an awful warn= 
ing not to build on the foundation of chriſtianity 
hay and ſtubble; which uſeleſs traſh as this, and 


many other of their doctrines; which the great 
day of the Lord will ſhew to have no ſolidity in 
them: but their works ſhall be burnt up, themſelves 
| ſuffer toſs, and at beſt be ſaved only ſo as by fire. 
| Their other texts for purgatory are, if poſſible, 
| leſs to the purpoſe than this: that blaſphemy again/? 
* the Holy Ghoſt ſball not be forgiven, either in this 
, 1 or that to come (p); which is only ſaying, it 
hall never be forgiven, but puniſhed both here 
and hereafter : that he who agrees not with his ad- 
| verſary in the way, ſhall be caſt by the judge into pri- 
* ſon, and not come out till he hath paid the tttermo/t 


| farthing (q); which perhaps is only ſaying, that 
! whoever doth not make up a difference with his 
| neighbour before trial, muſt expect no favour 
after: or, if God be the judge meant, the ſenſe 
will be; that the perſon condemned ſhall never 
come out of priſon, becauſe he never can pay the 


| uttermoſt farthing. For uncharitableneſs unrepented 
| of, which is the crime here mentioned, the Papiſts 


themſelves own, ſends men not to purgatory, but 


to hell. As for their notion, that our Saviour 


| hath not procured forgiveneſs of the temporal 


puniſhment of fin, it is certain from Scriptureg 


() 1 Cor. iii. 13, 15. (e) Amos iv. 11. 
{p) Matt. li. 32. (2) Matt. v. 25, 26. 


8 that 
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*hat he hath procured the forgiveneſs of every 
thing that can properly be called puniſhment, 
For his blood cleanſeth us from all fin (r); and there- 
fore no purgatory is needful. And there is no 
condemnation to them which are an Chriſt Jeſus (5), 
and conſequently no ſuch place to be condemned 
to. Correction indeed there is; but this correc- 
tion is the work, not of an offended judge, but a 
merciful Father: and as he, by theſe and many 
other means, endeavours to amend us, ſo we 
ſhould uſe all proper means to amend ourſelves : 
but ſuch penances as tend only to give pain, are 
not proper means, even in this life, which is our 
only time of amendment; much leſs will any ſuch 
be inflicted on good men in the other, when the 
will come too late for any valuable purpoſe. 
Bleſſed, ſays the Angel, are the dead that die in the 
Lord, from henceforth, from the hour of their 
death, for they reft from their labours (t). But 
miſerable, ſays the church of Rome, are many of 
the dead that die in the Lord, for a long time 
after, for they reſt riot from their labours, but la- 
bour under moſt grievous ſufferings. But indeed, 
even their own apocryphal Scriptures might have 
taught them better than this. The ſouls of the 
righteous are in the hand of God, and there ſhall no 
torment touch them (u). Nor is their plea from an- 
tiquity better than that. from Scripture. For 
though many had adopted ſtrange notions of theſe 
rhings, out of heathen fable and philoſophy, into 
the Chriſtian religion, yet purgatory, in the pre- 
ſent popiſh ſenſe, was not heard of for 400 years 
after Chriſt; nor univerſally received, even in the 
weſtern churches, for 1000 years; nor almoſt in 


(r) 1 Jobn i. 7. (56) Rom. viii. 1. 
(:) Rev. Xv. 13. (. Wiſd. ili. 2. | 
| any 
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any other church than that of Rome, to this day. 
But ſuppoſing there were ſuch a place, how do 
they know, concerning any particular perſon, that 
he ever comes into it, or how long he ſtays in it ? 
And if not, what is it but offering the ſacrifice of 
fools (x), to make thouſands of prayers for one, 
who may be quite out of the reach of them, ei- 
ther in heaven, or perhaps in hell? Though in- 
deed, by praying for the very wickedeſt of men, 
as only in purgatory, they ſtrongly tempt other 
wicked men to conclude, that none of their com- 
munion ever go to hell. And thus is this inven- 
tion at once ſo great a terror to good perſons, and 


ſo great a comfort to bad ones, that one cannot 


help applying to it the Prophet's words: With 
lies ye have made the heart of the righteous ſad, whom 


T have not made ſad ; and ſtrengthened the hands of 


the wicked, that he ſhould not return from his wicked 
way, by promiſing him life (y). But were they to 
pray not for particular perſons, as they do, but 
only in general for all that are there; where is 


the command, where is even the permiſſion for 


it 2 Out brethren on earth we pray for, becauſe 
the time of their trial 1s not yet over. But the 
{tate of the dead is fixed, and they ſhall receive, 
every man, not according to our prayers, but 
their own paſt works. Purgatory, they tell us, 
is that priſon whence men ſhall not come out fill 
they have paid the laſt farthing: and what room is 
there then for our prayers fot them there ? We 
own -indeed, ſeme — of prayers for the dead 
were uſed by the church (though without any war- 
rant for them that appears) very early, within 


200 years after Chriſt. But then originally theſe 5 
were made, not for ſouls in purgatory, for whom 


(x) Ecoleſ. V. Is : ( y) Ezeks xlil. 220 
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the Papiſts pray, but for ſaints in Paradiſe, for 
whom they do not pray; for all righteous perſons 


deceaſed, Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, even for 
the bleſſed Virgin herſelf: and hence it appears 
by the way, that they did not pray to theſe ſince 
they prayed for them. And the ſubject-matter of 
their prayers was, that God would grant them 
his promiſed mercy in the day of judgment, and 
ſpeedily complete their happineſs in body and 
ſoul. In proceſs of time, it muſt be owned, men 
fell into a variety of groundleſs ſuppoſitions, con- 
cerning the ſtate of Chriſtians between death and 
the reſurreCtion ; and upon theſe ſuppoſitions they 
formed their prayers, which many perſons went 
ſo far as to imagine could benefit even ſinners in 
hell. But as all theſe ſuppoſitions, for a long 
time, were different from, and inconſiſtent with, 
the Romiſb notions of purgatory, ſo the prayers 
which the ancients uſed for the dead, even were 
they of authority, (which they are not, for no- 
thing is fo but what appears to come from Gd) 
would condemn, and not juſtify thoſe prayers 
which the Papiſts uſe. 


CHAP. vil. 
On the Doctrine of Indulgences. 


NOTHER popiſh methas of relies? ing ſin - 
ners is by indulgenccs. Originally this word 
meant a very right thing, the mitigation of the 
ſeverity or length of eccleſiaſtical cenſures towards 
ſuch, as, by an exemplary repentance, had de- 


ſerved it. Nor was any other ſort of indulgences 


known for at leaſt 600 years, perhaps much 
longer. But the preſent notion of the church of 
| Rome 
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Rome about them, (though in their diſputes with 
us they would fain diſguiſe it if they could) is 
this. Many of the ſaints, it ſeems, having not. 
only done enough to merit immediate entrance 
into heaven, but more than was ncceflary for that 
purpole, this overplus of their goodnets, called 
uſually works of ſupererogation, Joined with the 
infinite merits of Chriſt, makes a treaſure of in- 
| eſtimable value, which the church hath the diſ- 
poſal of, and the pope, as head of the church, 
applies towardd the remiſſion of their fins, who 
either fulfil, in their life-time, certain conditions 
appointed by him, or whoſe friends will fulfil 
them after their deaths. Now we, on the cone 
trary, have learned from Scripture, that in many 
things the beſt of us all offend; that, were our 
obedience perfect, it were no more than our duty ; 
and that, to the grace of God, not to the merit 
of our works, the ſalvation of our ſouls is owing. 
In ſome reſpects, indeed, in uſeleſs mortifications 
and obſervances of no value, we acknowledge 
many ſaints of their church have done much more 
than God requires, much more than he approves 
or will reward. But even had they done more 
really good things than they were obliged to, this 
might indeed increaſe their own happineſs 3 in ano- 
ther world: but what pretence is there for af- 
firming, that inſtead of that it ſhall be transferred 
away to the benefit of others; and thoſe others, 
juit whomſoever the pope ſhall pleate ? This ture 
is very hard. But, after all, what is the benefit 
conferred by theſe indulgences ? If it be only de- 
liverance, either wholly, or in part, from purga- 
tory, there is no ſuch place to be delivered from. 
And that it is from hell, they dare not ſay in- 
decd, but they do every thing that can make the 
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ignorant think it. Why elſe are Chriſt's merits 
mentioned as one ground of indulgences? For he 
hath not merited, they tell us, deliverance from 
temporary puniſhments, as purgatory is, but from 
eternal ones only. Why alſo do their indulgences 
declare themſelves to beſtow the moſt full remiſ- 
fon and forgiveneſs of all fins, if they mean only 
the ſmalleſt part of forgiveneſs ? Theſe things 
are too plainly calculated to deceive poor wretches 
into a fatal belief, that, by ſuch methods, wick- 
edneſs here may become conſiſtent with happineſs 
hereafter. Repentance indeed is, in words, 
made one condition of obtaining theſe indul- 
gences: but this is eaſily explained away, or 
overlooked amongſt the others joined with it, of 
ſaying ſo many prayers, going to ſo many proceſ- 
ſions, and paying ſo much money. Nay, if their 
own hiſtorians are to be credited, the inhabitants 
of whole cities at once, upon viſiting certain 
churches, and paying a certain ſum, have, beſore 
now, been abſolved of all their fins by the pope, 
with theſe very words added ; Ever though they had 
not been contrite for them, nor confeſſed them, But, 
as the reformation was firit brought on by the 
enormities of indulgences, ſo, fince the refor- 
mation, they have, in many places, both in this 
and other reſpects, greatly moderated their prac- 
tices, though they have never effectually diſ- 
claimed their principles. And indeed, as angry 
as they are with that happy event, they have 
great reaſon. to be thankful for it, on account of 
ſeveral changes for the better, which it has pro- 
duced amongſt them; eſpecially where part of 
any country have been Proteſtants. For elſewhere 
all their abuſes are kept up. And for one proof 
of it, I have now in my cuſtody a plenary indul- 
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gence, granted for a ſmall piece of gold, at Rome 
this very year (w), to an abſolute ſtranger, for 
himſelf, for his kindred to the third degree, and 
to thirty perſons more, for whoſe names a proper 
blank is left in the inſtrument. So that had not 
the reformation given them ſome check, God 
knows whether, by this time, Chriſtianity had 
been diſcoverable under the changes and diſguiſes: 
which the prevailing part of them would have 
deformed it with. Conſider but to what lengths 
matters had already gone, in this one article of 
the remiſhon of fins. The neceſlity of confeſhon 
puts the ſecrets of every man's heart and life into 
the breaſt of the prieſt, and the power of ad- 
mitting into heaven, or excluding from it, forced 
the bigotted ſinner to do whatever ſhould be en- 
Joined him. In how monſtrous a manner this 
power was uſed, the hiſtories of all nations dread- 
fully ſhew. And then to preſerve it from growing 
quite intolerable, an artifice was added, that 
made it {till more fatal. It is too well known, 
that mankind will do any thing rather than their 
duty, and part with any thing ſooner than their 
vices. On the terms theretore of ſubmitting in 
other points, they were made eaſy in this favourite 
one. The ſtricteſt rules of life, indeed, were 
laid down for ſuch as thought themſelves bound 
to be {trict : but for thoſe who deſired to be other- 
wiſe, ſuperſtitious obſervances were allowed to 
take place of real duties; idle penances to ſtand 
inſtead of true repentance and reformation : with- 
out a zeal for ſuch follies as theſe, the beſt man. 
was reckoned to have but ſmall hope of future 
happineſs ; and' with a zeal for the notions and 
mntercits of holy church, the worſt man was caſily. 
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lecured from future miſery.  Abſolution, if he 
were but ever ſo little ſorry for having been a 
ſinner, would ſet him clear at once from hell; 
and, if he had but either time to perform a few 
filly devotions and mortifications while he.lived, 
or money to purchaſe a good many prayers for 
him when he died, his confinement in purgatory 
mult ſoon be over: and thus was the neceſſity of 
a holy life quite taken away, and the goſpel of 
Chriſt altogether made void. Far be it from us 
of this church, to afiright you with ſuch vain 
terrors, or deceive you with ſuch vain hopes. 
On the contrary, be affured, that were all the 
prieſts on earth to refuſe abſolving a true penitent, 
it would never hurt him; and were they all to 
join in abſolving a man that hath not repented as 
the goſpel requires, it would do him no good. 
Be aſſured, that no equivalent in the world will 
be accepted inſtead of true inward piety, nor all 
the good works of all the ſaints in heaven, com- 
penſate, in the leaſt degree, for the want of good 
works in any one man on earth. Never be moved 
then by the moſt confident pretences of this kind, 
but know, for a certainty, that whoever flies for 
refuge from his fins, to thoſe who will flatter him 
with ſuch wretched expedients as theſe, inſtead 
of mending his condition by truſting to them, 
only makes it worſe, and more deſperate than it 
was before. The words of God in the caſe of 
the Iſraelites, are juſt as applicable in this: Be- 
cauſe ye have ſaid, we have made a covenant with 


death, and with hell we are at agreement; when the 


overflowing ſcourge ſhall paſs through, it ſhall not 


come unto us, for we have made lies our refuge, and 


auler falſhood have we hid ourſelves : Therefore thus 
faith the Lord Goad—Your covenant with death ſhall 
| be 
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be diſannulied, and your agreement with hell ſhall not 

fland : when the overflowing ſcourge ſhall paſs through, 
then fhall je be trodden down by it. Judgment will 
I lay to the line, and righteouſneſs to the plummet; 
and the hail ſhall fweep away the refuge of es, and 
the waters ſhall overflow the hiding-place (⁊). 


CHAP. IA. 


Extreme Unction. 


CEVERAL notions of the Roman Catholics 
concerning the pardon of fin I have mentioned 
and confuted; but there {till remains one more to 
be ſpoken of: their cuſtom, when a fick perfon is 
near death, of anointing his eyes, and ears, and 
noſtrils, and mouth, and hands, ſometimes alſo 
his feet, and reins,. with, oil conſecrated by the 
biſhop, and praying,.that in virtue of that anoint- 
ing, the fins which he hath committed, by the ſeve- 
ral organs of his body, may be forgiven him. 
This they call extreme Unction, or the facrament of 
dying perſons; and teach, that, beſides forgiveneſs 
of ſins, it gives compoſure and ſtrength of mind to 
go through the agonies of death. All this they 
build wholly. on the following paſſage of St. James. 
1s any. ſich among you? Let him call for the elders of 
tho church, and let them pray over bim, anointing him. 
with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of 
faith fhall ſave the fick, and the Lord ſhall raiſe him. 
up ; and if he have committed fins, they ſhall 0 
given him (g) But a little conſideration will thew 
that what St. James appoints is very different from 
what the church of Rome does. In thoſe days 
miraculous gifts were common; that of healing. 


(x) II. i- 15, 1, 28. .) James v. 14,5. 
EE: diſeaſes 
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diſeaſes in particular : and the perſons who had 
theſe gifts were uſually the elders of the churches, 


whom the apoſtle here directs to be ſent for. And 


as miracles, in condeſcenſion to the genius of the 
Fewiſh people, to whom this epiſtle is directed, 
were accompanied, for the moſt part, with ſome 
outward act of ceremony, by the performer of 
them; (a practice which our Saviour himſelf often 
complied with 3) ſo the ceremony uſed in healing the 
fick by miracle, viz. anointing them with oil, was 
one to which the Jews had been accuſtomed ; oil 
being a thing of which much uſe was made in the 
ealtern countries, on many occaſions (3). Accord- 


ingly we read, that, when our Saviour ſent out his 


diſciples with a power from heaven to cure diſ- 
eaſes, though he preſcribed to them no particular 
form for that purpoſe, yet they adopted this; he 
anointed with oil many that were fick, and healed 
them (c). Now what the Evangeliſt. tells us the 


did, is evidently the very thing which St. James 


direts the elders of the church to do. And 


therefore, ſince the anointing mentioned. in the 


goſpel was only a mere circumſtance uſed in mira- 
culous cures; that alſo mentioned in the epiſtles 


can be nothing more. Accordingly we find St. 


James neither appoints any conſecration of the 
dil, nor aſcribes any efficacy to it, as the papiſts 


do: but ſays, The prayer of faith ſball ſave the ich. 


Now if this means only prayer. offered up in a ge- 


(2) See Wheatley on the Office for the Sick. And Grotius on 
Mar x vi. 13. ſays the Fews uſed it when they prayed for the ſick, 


te expreſs their hope of obtaining from God, in their behalf, that joy 


and gladneſs which oil ſignifies. Preſer vative againſt Popery, Tit. 7. 
Ce ii. § 4. p. 62. EC 5 „ | N 
(e) Mark vi. 13. The council of Trent had at firſt ſaid, that ex- 


treme unction was inſtituted in this place, but afterwards changed that 


word for infinuatede F, Pail in Preſerve p. 64. 
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neral faith of God's providence, we uſe it for the 


ſick, as well as they, and may hope for the ſame 
good effect from it. But faith, in many places of 
Scripture, ſignifies that ſupernatural periuaſion 
and feeling of a power to work miracles, which 


in thoſe days was frequent. Thus St. Paul ſays, 


Though 1 had all faith, ſo that I could remove moun— 
tains (4), &c. And therefore the prayer of faith, 
ſince it is ſo abſolutely promiſed here that it all 
ſave the fick, probably means a prayer proceeding 


from this extraordinary perſuaſion and impulſe : 


ſuch a one as, in the next verſe, we tranſlate az. 


effectual fervent prayer, but ſhould tranflate an 


inwrought or inſpired prayer. And therefore un- 
leſs, in the church of Rome, the prieſt, as often as 
he adminiſters extreme unction, acts and prays by 


immediate inſpiration, his prayers are not of the 
ſort St. James ſpeaks of; nor are they directed to 
the fame end. The benefit Which he promiſes 


from the prayers that he appoints, is the recovery 
of health : The prayer of faith ſhall ſave the-fick, and 
the Lord ſhall raiſe: him up: whereas they of the 


church of Rome never uſe this ceremony with any 


hope of recovery, nor indeed, unleſs they happen 


to miſtake,” till the perſon is quite paſt. recovery. 


And, for this reaſon again, his anointing and 
theirs are quite different Ap For though St. 
James does add; And, f bs have committed ſins, they - 
ball be forgiven bus; t the very doubt, implied 
in the word ½ ſhews, he is not ſpeaking of a ſa- 
crament inſtituted purpoſely for the remiſſion of 
ſins, as the church of Rome make their unction to- 


be. And indeed this relates to the very ſame 


thing with his. former words. For, as bodily” 


ſickneſs and infirmity was. frequently a puniſhment 


© 1 Cor, xiii, 2+ See alſo Matt, xvii, 20. John xiv, 12, 13. 
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for ſin; (whence, to mention no other proofs, 5t. | 
Paul tells the Corinthians (e), for this cauſe many are | 
weak and ſickly among you, and many fleep ;) fo, the WU 
very form of miraculouſly healing a perſon of theſe 
infirmities, uſed by our Saviour is, Son, thy fins be 
forgiven thee (F) that is, the illneſs inflicted on 
thee for thy fins is removed. Since therefore St. 
James pronuſes forgiveneſs of ſins in juſt a like 
caſe, we are certainly to underſtand him in juſt the 
like ſenſe; viz. that, if the ſickneſs of any perſon 
prayed for were the puniſhment of any fin; that 
puniſhment ſhould be remitted, and his health 
reſtored. Now this forgiveneſs of the temporal 
puniſhment of fome particular fins, which is what 
St. James promiſes, the church of Rome does not 
promiſe from this ceremony; and the forgiveneſs 
of the future puniſhment of all thoſe fins, that the 
fick perſon hath ever committed by his bodily 
organs, which St. James does not promiſe, they 
do. Though indeed it is a Ittle hard to conceive, 
when all a man's fins have been already forgiven ;, 
(as they ay they are, by the prieſt's abſolution), 
how any of them ſhould want to be forgiven again 
perhaps, by extreme unction, the moment after. 
But the truth is, they themſelves lay not near i ” 
much ſtreſs on this ccremony's procuring pardon 
of ſin, as its procuring compoſure 65 mind, againſt 
the terrors of death. Now moſt evidently, this 
expectation St. Fames hath nat ſaid one word to 
countenance : ſo that his precept, which ſeems at 
firit ſight to be ſome round for their practice, and 
is the only ground they have, relates indeed to a 
quite different thing, as one of their cardinals,. 
Cajetan (g). acknow!edges.. Though the council 
(e) x Cor. xi. 30. () Mat. in. 2. See a 0 John v. 14. 
(g) Preſervativez Tit. vi. c. 2. § 2, p. 60. WOE 
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of Trent, Seſſ. 14. hath thought proper ſince to 
curie all that ſhall fay it. 'The anointing pre- 
ſcribed by St. James therefore, being intirely of a 
_ miraculous nature, was in all reaſon to ceaſe, 
when miracles were no more. And accordingly 
the primitive Chriſtians, though they ſpeak more 
than once of anointing with oil in miraculous 
cures ; yet, in common caſes, never mention it as 
a cuſtom, much leſs as one appointed in Scripture, 
for the firſt 68 years (bh). After that indeed, 
they came to uſe it upon all ſick perſons in the 
beginning of ſickneſs, for a means of recovery, as: 
the Greek church doth yet; till finding it of little 


benefit in that way, the church of Rome, about the 


twelfth century, began to uſe it, in the extremity 
of ſickneſs, as a facrament of preparation for 
death: which if it were in reality, they are ſurely 
much to blame for not giving it under the appre- 
kenſions of an approaching violent death; for in- 
Kance, before a malefactor is executed; where it 
cannot but be as needful, as in the fears of a na- 
tural one. Upon the Whole, you fee our laying 

aſide 2 ceremony which hath long been uſeleſs, 
and, by leading perſons into ſuperſtitious fancies, 
might be hurtful, can be no manner of loſs, whilſt 
every thing that continues truly valuable in St.. 
Fames's direction, is preſerved in our. office for 
viſiting the ſick: concerning which, I ſhall only 


add, that it is much to be wiſhed men would ſe: 


live in the time of their health, as to need the 
leaſt ſpiritual aſſiſtanee that is poſlible, ; in the time 
of their ſickneſs ;-and that what they de need, they 
would all apply for early, when it might be of 


great benefit to them, and not content themſelves 


() Concerning a paſſage of Innocent I. in che beginning of the sth. 
Century, lee Preſen v. P. 7 * 
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with calling in the miniſter at laſt for mere form's 
fake, when he can do them little good, or none. . 


CH AF: Dc. 
Prayers in an unknown Tongue. 


ANY OTHER point, in which we differ from 
the church of Rome, is, that all their public 
prayers are in the Latin tongue, ours in our own. .. 
This ſure at leaſt is no hereſy, that, when we pray 
to God, we all know. what we ſay. Our practice 
juſtifies itſelf. But how is theirs juſtified ? Rea- 
ſon, and common ſenſe plainly condemn it. An- 
tiquity is no leſs againſt them: for every Chriſtian 
church originally had their own ſervice in their- 
own tongue. That of the weſtern world was in 
Latin, only becauſe Latin was their common lan- 
guage: and therefore, it ſhould. have been no 
longer in Latin, when that ceaſed to be their com- 
mon language. And for Scripture, read but the 
xivth chap..of 1 Corinthians and ſee, what St. Paul 
would have judged of this Romiſh practice. Even 
when there was a miraculous gift of tongues in 
the church, and men prayed, or propheſied in: 
ſtrange languages by inſpiration; even then he- 
requires ſuch perſons to keep ſilence, unleſs ano- 
ther were ready to interpret publicly what they 
ſpoke: for ſays he, Brethren except ye utter words: 
eaſy to be uncer/io97, how ſhall it be known what is 
ſpoken? for qe ſhall ſpeak into the air. If I know. not 
the meaning e the voice, T ſhall be unto him that ſpeak-» 
eth a Barbarian, and he that ſpeaketh, ſhall be a Bar-- 
barian unta me. How ſball he that occupieth the room. 
of the unlearned ſay amen, at thy giving of thanks, ſee- 
ing he underſtandeth not what thou ſayeſi? I thank my. 
Cod I [peak with tongues more than you all: yet in the 
5 church, 
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church, I had rather ſpeak five words with my under- 
landing, that by my voice 1 might teach others alſo, 
than ten thouſand words in an unknown tongue. It 
immediately follows, and very fitly to the preſent 
purpoſe : Brethren, be not children in underſtanding : 
howbeit in malice be ye children, but in underſtanding 
be men, For never ſure was greater childiſpneſs, 
than to be ſatisfied with the mere outward ſhow 
of prayers to God, perhaps without underitanding 
one word of them, which is not praying at all; 
nor greater malice, that is, more wicked and cruel 
cunning, than to keep the poor people in this 
darkneſs, and plead for it with ſuch unfair pre- 
tences as they do. Some of them tell us very 
gravely, that Latin, far from being an unknown 
tongue, is the beſt known of any in Europe. And 
if it were; yet if this beſt known tongue is not- 
withſtanding unknown to ninety- nine perſons in 
a hundred, why muſt they all be confined to it, 
and not have each their own prayers in their own 
tongue? Why, that variety would be very incon- 
venient, they ſay, to travellers. But whoſe con- 
venience is molt to be conſulted ? That of whole 
nations, or of a few perſons that come amongſt - 
them occafionally ? But vulgar tongues, they ſay, 

are perpetually changing, and expreſſions growing 

improper and unintelligible. I anſwer : our hav- 
ing our Bible and Prayer-book, in the. vulgar 

tongue, undoubtedly prevents its changing near fo 
faſt as it would otherwiſe. But when it does 
change, let them, where it is needful, be changed 
to it. For which is worſe, to take this little 
trouble of altering a few words and phraſes once 
in a hundred years, or to let people go on for 
ages together, with prayers and leſſons, of which 
they underſtand not one word? But they alledge 
TOR , 
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farther, that ſome of their prayers, indeed a great 


part of the maſs, it would be uſeleſs to have ſaid 
in their own language; for the prieſt is ordered to 
ſpeak it ſo low, that it cannot be heard: as if one 
fault would excuſe another, inſtead of making it 
greater. But many of their prayers, they fay, 
may be underitood : for though ſpoken in Latin, 
there are printed tranſlations of them in Engliſh. 
But ſtill, great part of them is not tranſlated, 
unleſs it be by ſome very modern indulgence (i): 
and that which is, nothing but our making them 
aſhamed of themſelves hath forced them to of late 
in theſe parts of the world againit their will. For 
we know that when, within this laſt century, ſome 
well meaning biſhops of their own church in 
France, had publiſhed the maſs in the vulgar 
tongue, for the people's uſe ; the then pope de- 
clared them ſons of perdition to all the world, and 
eondemned what they had done, as if it were the: 
overthrow of religion (4). So that, for aught we 
know, the ſame liberty taken here may fall under 
the ſame condemnation, when a proper time- 
comes. Or were the contrary ever ſo certain, ſtill. 
putting their prayers into Engliſb for the people, 
only ſhews that they ought to be ſpoken in Engliſb 
by the prieft : for this round-about way, is evi- 
dently a moſt abſurd one; that he ſhould be 


praying in ene language, and they following him. 


by gueſs, as well as they can, in another., Beſides, 
multitudes of their poor people have never heard; 
of theſe tranſlations, or at leaſt, have them not: 
multitudes more are unable to read them: and all 


() The Fnglþ tranſlator of the order and canon of the malſzg 
hath omitte.! ma... of the ceremonies, particularly above twenty crofles+ 
out of leſs than thrty. J eniſon on Idol. p. 5. , 


(4) Tillotfon, Serm. 246+ - 


theſe 


CY m £4& emma ©.A. 0 1 2 1 PERF 


K „ aw „„ ci. 


ea 


ep 


of the ChurcH of Roux. 65 


theſe mutt be left quite in the dark. But we are 
told, they have a good intention in general : the 
reverence what they do not underſtand, and this 
is tuthcient. Now for the purpoſes of ſpiritual 
domimon, this may be futfficient, and fuch devo- 
tions, as many of theirs are, will, we own, be 
more reverenced from not being underſtood. But 
for the edification of the people, it is far from 
being ſufficient, to have good intentions in ge- 
neral, and no meaning in particular: to pray to 
God for they know not what; and hear leflons 
read, which they can learn nothing from. 


CHAP. XI. 


Prohibition of the Scriptures. 


VERY Proteftant church allows and exhorts 
all perſons to read the holy Scriptures, dili- 
gently. The e on the contrary, have 

expreſsly declared, that, ſince the promiſcuous 
allowance of Bibles in the vulgar tongue does 
more harm than good, (theſe are the very words 
of the index publiſhed in confequence of the coun- 
cil of Trent's order) no one ſhall be ſuffered to 
read tranſlations of Scripture, even though made 
by Catholics, as they call themſelves, unleſs the 
biſhop or inquiſitor, by the advice of the curate 
or confeſſor, give him leave in writing; and who- 
ever tranſgreſſes this rule, ſhall not be abſolved 
till he gives up his Bible. Nay, throughout the 
whole kingdom of Spain, all Bibles, in their own 
tongue, are abſolutely forbidden. And in all 
popith countries, getting one, by the means here 
preſcribed, being a matter of time, and Form, 
| | An 
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and difficulty, and ſuſpicion, the generality ſel- 
dom put themſelves to the trouble of it. So that, 
in many parts of the world, there are great mul- 
titudes of that communion, who perhaps have 
never either read or heard, in their own tongue, 
one chapter of the Bible in their whole lives. Or 
if any one does aſk for leave, it is never granted, 
where they dare refuſe it, excepting to ſuch as 
they are well aſſured beforehand will ſee nothing 
there but what they are bidden. So that where 
they have permiſſion to read the Scripture, they 
have none to underſtand it. Beſides that, this 
permiſſion, even in thoſe countries where they 
are obliged to indulge it the moſt freely, as in our 
own, is but during pleaſure, and may at any time 
be taken away when it will ſerve the turn better: 
nor dare the poor deluded people, upon pain of 
damnation, help themſelves. And as to Pro- 
teſtant tranſlations, having one is looked on as a 
mark of hereſy; for which, in this very nation, 
poor creatures have been burnt, and their Bibles 
with them. Which practice now, think you, is 
the righter, theirs or ours? What authority can 
there be on earth to forbid any part of mankind 
from reading what heaven hath revealed to them ? 
Tis the law of our lives, the foundation of our 
hopes; God hath given it to us, and man hath 
no right to take it from us. But they tell us, it 
is from kindneſs they do it: for there is great 
danger that the Scripture may be miſunderſtood 
and perverted : unlearned and unſtable men, (e) St. 
Peter hath declared, may wre/? it to their own deſtruc- 
tion. Now this is poſſible indeed: and fo it is 
poſſible every thing may be applied to an ill pur- 
poſe: health, ſtrength, food, liberty, common 


a (e) 2 Pet. 111. 16. . 
day- 
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day-light : but is this a reaſon for taking away any 
of them? It is poſſible that perſons may do them- 
ſelves harm by having the Scriptures: but 1s it 
not ſomething more than poſſible, that they may 
ſuffer harm from the want of them; and be de- 
ſtroyed, as the Prophet tells us, for lack of know- 
ledge (m) ? Why do not theſe perſons, who are 1o 
very cautious in this caſe, ſhew the ſame caution 
in others, which ſurely need it full as much? 
Why do they never reſtrain any body from image 
worſhip, for fear of their falling into idolatry ? 
Why do they never forbid the uſe of indulgences, 
for fear of their being miſtaken for a licence to 
ſin ? Multitudes of queſtions like theſe might be 
with equal reaſon aſked and it is very ſtrange, 
methinks, that they ſhould be ſuſpicious of no- 
thing doing harm but the Bible. But after all, is 
the danger ſo very great? Hath God Almighty 
inſpired men to write and publiſh ſo exceedingl 

unſafe a book, and ſo very unfit to be read by the 
generality of thoſe, for whom he intended it; 
that had not the church of Rome, in their great 
wiſdom, forbidden perſons to look into it, with- 
out their leave, it might have done infinite harm, 
and does not a little {till ! We cannot think fo. 
Men were liable to make an ill uſe of things, to 
fall into errors and herefies, in all ages. Yet 
neither the prophets under the Old Teſtament, 
nor our Saviour and his apoſtles in the times of 
the New, ever bethought themſelves of this way 
for preventing it; but recommend and enjoin the 
reading of Scripture in the ſtrongeſt terms. Now 
it is wonderful they ſhould not be as wiſe as thoſe 
who come after them. St. Peter himſelf, who 
mentions this danger of men's wreſting the Scrip= 


(m) Hoſ. iv. 6. 
tures, 
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tures, yet does not in the leaſt blame, but ſup- 
pole, every man's reading them notwithſtanding. 
And St. Paul, whoſe epiſtles were the very Scrip- 
tures they wreſted, yet never requires them to be 
kept from any one Chriſtian of the ſeveral churches 
he writes to; nay, moſt ſtrictly requires the con- 
trary, concerning an epiſtle as liable to be miſun- 
derſtood as any of them all, and which actually 
was miſunderſtood immediately, I mean his firſt 
epiſtle to the Theſſalonians. Yet notwithſtanding 
that, I charge you by the Lord, ſays he, that this 
epi/tle be read unto all the holy brethren (u). Did then 
the ancient Chriſtians, in whoſe days there were 
herefies in great plenty, did they xeſtrain any of 
the people from reading the Scriptures, in order 
to preſerve them from hereſy? No: the Romaniſis 
do not pretend it. 'They well know, that a man's 
delivering up his Bible was always, as it ought to 
be, the mark of apoſtacy from religion. They 
know there is no one thing almoſt ſo much inſiſted 
on by fathers and councils, as the neceſſity that all 
_ perſons, without exception, ſhould be well ac- 
quainted with the word of God. Thus little ap- 
prehenſive was the primitive church of any danger 
from this practice. 'The church of Rome, we 
own, has ſome cauſe to be apprehenfive. For 
had the people once general liberty to read and 
judge from Scripture, there is great danger they 
might come in general to fee, what now they who 


do ſee dare not own, how widely it differs from 
the doctrines commonly taught them. We ac-- 


knowledge then they are wiſe in their generation. 


The Scripture is againſt them; and they will be 


againſt the Scripture ; lower its credit as far as 
they dare: keep it out of men's hands where they 


(*) 1 The, Ve 27+ 
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gan; and where they cannot, they pervert it by 
falle tranſlations, obſcure it by falſe gloſſes, and 
make it of none effeet, by ſetting up a pretended 
authority of interpreting it to quite another thing 
than it evidently means. We, God be thanked, 
need not theſe arts, and we uſe them not. We 


| permit, we beſecch, we require you all to read 


the Scriptures diligently, and judge of their mean- 
ing impartially; to compare with them every 
thing we teach you, and believe nothing but what 
you find agrecable to them. We have no fear of 
your being poiſoned by the food of life, or led 
into error by the word of truth, On the contrary, 
we know not any ſurer way of preſerving men 
from errors, and thoſe of the church of Rome in 


particular, than that which St. Paul preſcribes 


Timothy, in the third chapter of his ſecond epiſtle. 
This know, that in the laſt days perilous times ſhall 
come. Evil men and ſeducers ſhall wax worſe and 
worſe, deceiving and being deceived. But continue 
thou in thoſe things which thou haſt learned, and ha 


| been alfi wad & knowing of whom thou 50/0 learned 
t 


them; and that from a "pa thou haſt known the holy 
Scriptures, 2 are able to make thee wiſe unto ſal- 
vation, through faith which is in Chriſt Feſus. All 
Scripture is given by inſpiration of God, and is profit- 


able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
ſtruction in righteouſneſs, that the man of God may 


le perfect, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good works, 


CHAP, 


yo ConFUuTATION of the ERRORS 


| CHAP. XII. 
Various Corruptions and Superſtitions of the Church 


of Rome. 


TH ERE are ſtill many other points, in which 

great corruptions of the Romiſh church might 
be ſhewn you. Such is their equalling the apo- 
cryphal books to the canonical : which the anci- 
ent Chriſtians did not. Such 1s their modern ad- 
dition of five new ſacraments to thoſe two which 
Chriſt appointed, and making the belief of this 
preciſe number eſſential to ſalvation; making alſo 
the prieſt's intention ſo neceſſary to the benefit of 
the ſacraments, that no body ſhall be the better 
for them without it: a perſon baptized, for in- 
ſtance, ſhall be no Chriſtian notwithſtanding, if 
the prieſt had malice enough to deſign he ſhould 
not. Of the ſame bad tendency 1s their burying 
every part of religion under a load of rites and 
ceremonies, that turn it into outward ſhow ; and 

iving it the appearance of art magic by an infi- 
nity of abſurd ſuperſtitions, many of them the 
undeniable remains of heatheniſm very little diſ- 
guiſed: Their engaging ſuch multitudes of peo- 

le in vows of celibacy and uſeleſs retirement 
from the world : their obliging them to filly au- 
ſterities and abſtinences of no real value, as matters 
of great merit: their exceſſive veneration of re- 
lics, moſt of them fictitious and unfit to be thus 
honc ured, were they ever ſo genuine: their inven- 
tions of romantic legends and lying muracles, 
which make weak and unlearned perſons believe 
any thing, and too many of thoſe, who ſee through 
them, believe nothing. And beſides theſe and 
other errors in ſpiritual matters, there are many 
25 6 more 
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more of moſt weighty conſideration in temporals, 
which they jealouſly maintain: their claim of pu- 
niſhing whom they pleaſe to call heretics with 
penalties, impriſonments, tortures, death; their 
excommunicating and depoſing kings; their for- 
bidding divine worſhip through whole nations at 
once; their annulling the moſt ſacred promiſes 
and engagements, when made to the prejudice 
of their church : their drawing, by wicked arti- 
fices, the wealth of all countries to the ſupport of 


their own tyranny. But many of theſe things I 


have ſet in a proper light to you on other occaſi- 
ons, and dwelling on all would be endleſs as well 
as unneceſſary. Enough, I hope, hath been faid, 
to ſhew you which are in the right: and that this 
is the true grace of God wherein ye ſtand. For ob- 
{erve, as the whole claim of the Church of Rome 
depends upon her being in all points infallible : fo, 
if in any ſingle point ſhe proves to be miſtaken, 


ber pretence of being believed in the reſt falls in- 


tirely to the ground. But indeed, though for your 


fuller ſatisfaction I have confuted many of her 


doctrines, yet any perſon may have ſuſſicient ſa- 
tisfaction of his own being in the right way, with- 

out ſo much as knowing or having heard what any 
one of her doctrines are. For let him but keep 
cloſe to the Creed and the Commandments; be- 


| lieve thoſe things which Scripture hath made ne- 


ceſſary to. be believed, and do thoſe things whieh 
Scripture hath made neceſſary to be done; and 
he 1s under no manner of obligation to enquire, 
what any church on earth thinks fit to believe or 
do beſides. Many opinions may be true and ule- 
ful; many practices may be innocent and edify- 
ing; but nothing can be matter of neceſſity, ex- 


cept what Chriſt and his apoſtles have required as 


terms 
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terms of ſalvation. Every perſon, that complies 
with theſe, is a true Chriſtian : every church, that 
teaches theſe, is a true church: and neither igno- 
rance nor error about any other matters can for- 
feit our title to everlaſting life. Search then the 
Scriptures and fee : is there any one thing made 
neceſſary there which our church forbids ? Is 
there any one thing declared ſinful there which 


our church requires? If not, let other churches 


prohibit or enjoin as they plenſe at their own 
peril. We are no way bound: to enquire what 


they do, or why. Letting alone their pecu- 


liarities, we are ſure is ſafe, Whether making 
uſe of them be or not, is their buſineſs to con- 
ſider, not ours. So that were tranſubſtantiation, 
for inſtance, and purgatory true; were the worſhip 
of images and praying to ſaints lawful, which, 
God knows, they are far from being; yet as there 
1s no pretence that they are neceflary doctrines and 

ractices, the miſtake of rejecting them could 
3 no harm in it; but the uncharitableneſs of 
condemning and accurſing thoſe who reject them 


may have great harm. For when once Chriſt hath 
ſaid, believe and do ſuch and ſuch things, and you 
ſhall be ſaved; who is it that ſhall dare to ſay, be- 


lieve and do more, or you ſhall not be ſaved? It 


is dreadful arrogance, therefore, which the church 
of Rome ſhews in this reſpect; coining new arti- 


cles of faith, ſome of which they own were not 


articles of faith from the beginning, and ſenten- 


cing men to hell for not believing what, before that 
ſentence, themſelves acknowledge no body was 


bound to believe. This, you ſee, is changing the 


terms of the Chriſtian covenant arbitrarily, and 
making a new Goſpel at their own pleaſure. But 
in oppolition to their deciſions and auathemas, hear 

5 one 
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one of St. Paul: Though an angel from heaven 
preach any other Goſpel unto you than that which we 
tae Apoſtles of Chrifts have preached, let him be ac- 
curſed, "Truſt then yourſelves on this foot: for 
oiner foundatitions can no man lay, than that which 
1s laid (o). Nor indeed did the primitive church, 
for feveral hundreds of years, attempt it, or make 
any doctrine neceſſary, which we do not: as the 
learned well know from their writings; and the 
unlearned may know from the moſt ancient of 
their creeds, which we now uſe in our conſtant 
ſervice. Afterwards indeed necdleſs additions firſt . 
crept in, then falſe ones: but, had they begun 
ever ſo much ſooner, our cauſe had received no 
prejudice. To the law and to the teſtimony, as the 
prophet directs, we appeal: zf they ſpeak not accord- 
ing to his word, it is becauſe there is na light in 


them (P). 
CHAP. XIII. 
General Pleas of the Papiſis confuted, 
A Sufficient number of the doctrines of the Ro- 


mani/ts have been conſidered, and what the 
plead for them, examined. But beſides the pleas 
they make for each in particular, they have others 
for all in general. Should they, when they want 
to make a convert, fairly propoſe to him each of 
their notions ſeparately, and give him proots, firſt 
that it is true, and then that it obliges him to quit 
our communion for theirs; this they are ſenſible 
would be a hopeleſs undertaking. And therefore 
very wiſely they are for ſhorter work, and have 

general arguments, it ſeems, to prove that, let 
(%) 1 Cor. ili. 11. (e) II. viii. 20. 
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their doctrines or ours be what they will, we muſt 
be in the wrong, and they in the right. 

One of theſe arguments is their infallibility, 
but theſe I hope was fully confuted in my firit 
diſcourſe, and indeed in every one ſince. For it 
is in vain for them to pretend they cannot be miſ- 
taken, if it appear but in any ſingle inſtance that 
they are. 

Another is, that Proteſtants: not being of the 
Roman Church, are not of the Catholic Church : 
for the Catholic Church 1s but. one, and, out of it, 
there 1s no ſalvation. Now, we acknowledge it 18 
but one body under one head, Chriſt Jeſus ; but 
then in this one body there are many members; 
and why are not the church of Greece, Aſia, and 
Africa why is not ours, as true a members of it 
as theirs? On what authority, if names were 
worth diſputing-about, do they ingroſs that of Ca- 
tholic to themſelves ? Do we not profeſs the true 
Catholic Faith, that faith which the Univerſal 
Church received from the apoſtles? We profeſs it 
much purer than they. Are the ſacraments more 
2 adminiſtered by them than by us? Far from 

For of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
one half they have taken away from the laity; and 
concerning the other half, they taught the moſt 
monſtrous abſurdities, and built on them the moſt 
ſhocking idolatry. Then, for that of baptiſm, we 
adminiſter it with water alone, juſt as Chriſt ap- 
Pointed, whereas they have added oil, ſalt, ſpittle, 
and I know not what, as if it were on purpoſe to 
make it as unlike his inſtitution, as they can. Is 
then the appointment or ordination of their clergy 
more valid, or more regular than ours ? On no ac- 
count whatever. For if they brought down the 
Tucceſhon uninterrupted. to the A we 

rave 
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have certainly preſerved it uninterrupted fince 
which now they may be aſhamed to deny, Rue 4 2 
learned man of their own communion hath tully 
proved it. And conſequently, for them, who are 
but a very unſound part of the Catholic Church, 
to call themſelves the whole of it, is quite as a ab- 
ſurd, as for a deceaſed limb (though perhaps the 
larger for being diſeaſed) to be called the whole 
body. But they will ſay, we ſeparated, and ſo cut 
off ourſelves from the Catholic Church, at the Re- 
formation. I anſwer, we did not. We only caſt 
out, as was our duty, the errors that were crept in : 
and we did it by the lawful authority of our ſupe- 
riors, both eccleſiaſtical and civil. Upon which, 


the church of Rome, inſtead of imitating our good 


example, commanded all they could influence, to 
quit our communion. *T 1s they then who made 
the ſeparation, and tis they that continue it. We 
are ready ſtill to join in communion with them, 
upon the terms of the Goſpel : and they refuſe to 
join with us, but upon terms of their own devi- 
ſing. Now when two churches break 2 
with one another; though it is always A, fault, 

it does not always follow, that either of hee is 
thereby broken off from the Catholic Church, any 
more than it follows, that when two men beak: 
off acquaintance, one of them is broken off from 
the civil ſociety to which they belong. But when 
one church ſhall excommunicate another, mere] 
becauſe the governors of that other made ſuch al- 
terations in it as Scripture warrants, and becauſe 
the people complied with thoſe alterations, ſuch an 
inſtance of preſumption and uncharitableneſs is 
much more likely to cut off thoſe that uſe it from 
the church of Chriſt, than thoſe againſt whom it is 


uſed. But ſuppoſing we had cven acted without, 
E 2 23d 
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and ſeparated from, our church gorernors, as our 
Proteſtant brethen abroad were forced to do: was 
there not a cauſe ? When the Word of God was 
hidden from men, and his worſhip performed in 
an unknown tongue; when pernicious falilhoods 
were required to be profeſſed, and ſinful terms of 
communion to be complied with; when church— 
authority, by ſupporting ſuch things as theſe, be- 
came inconiiſtent with the ends for which it was 
eſtabliſhed, what remedy was there but to throw 
it off, and form new eſtabliſhments ? If in theſe 
there were any irregularities, they were the faults 
of thoſe who forced men into them ; and are of 
no conſequence in compariſon with the reaſon that 
made a change neceſſary. For were a man to ſe- 
parate himſelf from every church he knows on 
earth, in order to obey the laws of Chriſt, he would 
ſtill be a moſt valuable member of that general aſ- 
ſembly and church of the Firſi-born, that are written 
en heaun (a). For what communion hath light with 
darkneſs * — And -what agreement hath the temple of 
Cod with idols? I herefore come out from among 
them and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and I will 
receive you, and will be a father unto you, and ye ſhall 
be my ſons and daughters, faith the Lord Almighty. 
But 'tis an article of faith, they tell us, that the 
church of Nome is the mother and miſtreſs of all 
churches, and therefore to caſt off her authority, 
can never be lawful. We anſwer, the mother of 
all churches ſhe certainly is not. For in Feruſalem 
was the firſt Chriſtian ſociety, and from thence 
were derived many others, more ancient than that 
of Rome. Nor was that church the mother of the 
Britiſh churches, nor of all the Engliſh, But had 
the firſt perſons that founded the Goſpel here been 


(4) Heb. xi. 23. (2) 2 Cor. vi. 15, 16, 17, 18. 
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ſent from Rome, that had given them no manner of 


authority over us. Whence is the then the miltreſs ? 


Why, St. Peter was head of the church, and the 
biſhops of Rome are his ſuccefſors. But the Scrip— 
ture tell us, Chri/t is head of the church (c, and tells 
us of no other. We own it was ſard to St. Peter, 
Upon this rock will I build my church (d). But this 
rock, for aught they can ever prove, might be, 
not St. Peter's perſon, but his confeſſion made 
immediately before: that Pate was the Chriſt. Or, 
if the church was to be built on St. Peter, yet 
not on him alone, but hen the foundation of all the 


 Apoſiles and Prophets, as St. Paul teaches expreſsly 


(e). And accordingly, the wall of the new Feruſa- 
lem, or church of God, is ſaid fo have twelve founda- 
tions, on which were the names of the twelve apoſtles 
of the Lamb (F). To St. Peter indeed it was 
promiſed, that the keys of the kingdom of heaven 
fhould be given him, and that whatever he bound 
or looſed on earth, ſhould be bound or looſed in hea- 


den (g). But this very ſame, and other as great 


things, are ſaid to all the apoſtles equally (Y). 
St. Peter was appointed by Chriſt 2% feed his 
ſbeep (i): but fo ſurely was every one of them. 
The arit rank therefore he might have among the 
apoſtles; but authority over them not the leaſt. 
On the contrary, St. Paul tells us, that he with- 
fired St. Peter to the face, becauſe he was to be 
blamed (g), and ſays of himſelf, in two different 
places, that he was nothing behind, not a whit 


behind, the very chiefeſt apoſtles (1). But had St. 


(c) Eph. i. 22. iv. 15» (4) Matt. xvi. 18. 

() Eph. 11. 20. (-f.} Rev, xxi. 14. 
(g) Matt. xvi. 19. | 

(+) Matt. xviii. 18. John xx. 23. 

(i) John xxi. 15, 16, 17. 
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(k) Gal. li. 11. (J) 2 Cor, xi, 5. xi, 11. 
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Peter poſſeſſed ever ſo much authority, what is 
that to the church of Rome? Why; St. Peter was 
biſhop of Rome. But even this is what they can 
Never prove, nor is it probable. Or if he was, 
perhaps it was only of the Few: Chriſtians at 
Rome. For St. Paul tells us, tbe Goſpel of the un- 
circumciſion was committed to him, and that of the 
circumciſion to Peter (n); and the Fewih church 
there is extinct. Or if biſhop of all Rome, he was 
biſhop, they ſay, alſo of Antioch; and why mult their 
church inherit his authority more than that church ? 
But why indeed mult it be inherited at all? It was 
given perſonally to St. Peter as an apoſtle: what 
had others to do with it who were no apoſtles, 
though they did ſucceed him as biſhops ? All pre- 
_ eminence of one church above another was nothing 

originally, but an inſtitution of men for conve- 
nience and order, Rome being the chief city in the 
world, it was natural to look on the biſhop of Rome 
as the chief biſhop. And precedence being thus 
allowed them; by time and opportunity, and 
arts that were often very wicked ones, they im- 
proved it into a claim of authority: to which, 
though not near the whole church ever ſubmitted, 
yet at length a great part did. Then to the prero- 
gative, of which they had thus by degrees got poſ- 
ſeſſion, they began to pretend Chriſt himſelf had 
originally given them a right. And having ma- 
naged ſo well, that part of the world believed them, 
and part durſt not contradict them; they took on 
them the title of univerſal biſhops, which one of 
themſelves not long before had declared, whoever 
ſhould take, was the forerunner of antichriſt. And 
then under this they claimed all power over the 
ſouls, bodies, and fortunes of men, and exerciſed 
it with all poſſible inſolence, rapaciouſneſs, cruelty 
and impiety. | 

() Gal. ii. 7. 
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Now what could there be done when ſuch a power 
was thus acquired, and thus exerciſed, but to throw 
it off, and affert that liberty to which we had an 
undoubted right? For as to any ſcheme of com- 
ing to terms, never did the church of Rome recede 
from any one pretenſion ſhe ever made. The ex- 
erciſe of authority ſhe hath omitted indeed, when- 
ever ſhe durſt not exerciſe it: but all her claims 
ſhe hath conſtantly kept up, and excommunicates 
yearly to this day every prince in Chri/tendom that 
hall refuſe obedience to any conftitution of the 
pope's whatever. It is true, even the popiſh princes 
at preſent regard not this ex communication, and 
ſhe knows not how to make them regard it. But 
were once the Proteſtants reunited to that church 
on the terms of allowing her any ſuperiority: who 
knows how ſoon a power, that had once riſen from 
nothing to that formidable height which it had 
attained, may riſe again to be as formidable as ever? 
Another of their pleas is this: That which was the 
ancient religion and church mult be the true one. 
Now where was your church, ſay they, before 


Henry the VIIIth? Where was your religion be- 


fore Luther? We anſwer, our church was before 
that time juſt where it is now. Only then it was 
corrupted with many ſinful errors, from which it 
is now reformed. Still *tis the ſame church it was 
before : juſt as a man formerly addicted to many 
vices, and affiicted with many diſtempers, continues 


the ſame man, after he hath forſaken the one, and - 


recovered from the other; and it would be very 
ſtrange to make his alteration for the better an ob- 
jection againſt him. And for our religion: where 
was that before Luther? Why, wherever Chriſti- 
anity was. Did Luther invent the Creed, the Ten 
Commandments, the two Sacraments? Theſe are 
the things in which our religion conſiſts: and 
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theirs conſiſts in the ſame, Only they have added 
by degrees, a number of needleſs, falſe, and wicked 
things to them, which we have caſt off again. Our 
religion therefore is the ancient Chriſtianity, pro- 
feſſed from the days of the apoſtles. But where 
was their religion in thoſe days, I mean the doc- 
trines in which they differ from us? All of them, 
hundreds of years later; many of them a thouſand ; 
ſome of them eſtabliſhed no longer ago than the 
council of Trent, which is ſince the time of Lu- 
ther. For then, and not before, was it, that they 
filled up the meaſure of their iniquities, which had 
long been growing ; equalled their own traditions 
to the Word of God, 280 added a new creed to the 

old one. Our rejecting their additional doctrines, 
we own, is new; and no wonder: for the doc- 
trines themſelves are new. Some of them indeed 
reigned much too long : had they been rejected 
ſooner, it had been the better : but better late than 
never. Still, our denying theſe is no more part. 
of our religion, properly ſpeaking, than our denying 
Mabometaniſin, or the idolatry of the Chineſe, is 
part of our religion. Were it not for their preſſ- 
ing them upon us, our people ſhould never hear 
them mentioned. We take no pleaſure in expoſing 
their abſurdities, but are heartily grieved at them: 
and have much better employment for our hearers 
than theſe controverſies, did not their reſtleſs en- 
deavours to pervert men, make it ſometimes ne- 
ceſſary. 

But this plea of their church being the moſt an- 
cient, they ſometimes put in a different form: and 
tell us, that either the Romiſb church eſtabliſhed 
here before the Reformation was the true church, 
or it was not. If it was, why do we proteſt 
againſt it? If it was not, how can ours be a true 
church, which 1s derived from it? The anſwer is 
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very plain. In one reſpect, as their church pro- 
feſſed the fundamentals of Chriſtianity, it was, and 
is a true church: and ſo far ours is derived from 
it. In another reſpect, as it obſcured and contra- 
dicted them by unjuſtifiable doctrines and practices, 
it was not a true church; and ſo far we proteſt 
againſt it. Their truths we have preſerved : their 
errors we have rejected. In one ſenſe we are the 
ſame church with them ſtill: in the other we are 
not the ſame, but a much better. 

Anotner way which they have of arguing againſt 
the Reformation, is aſperſing the characters of thoſe 
who were engaged 1 in it, and aſeribing bad motives 
to them. Now as to this: if the wain thing done 
Was right, as it plainly was, what fort of inſtru- 
ments God employed in it, or what their perſonal 
inducements were, is of no conſequence to us n 
the leaſt. Jehu was an inſtrument of God in d- 
ſtroying Baal out cf Hrael, and executing venge- 
ance on the houſe of Hab; yet very wicked i in ſome 
reſpects (n). So was Henn; the VIIIch commendable 
in deſtroying the ſupremacy of the pope, yet highly 
blameable in other things. Ihe greateſt part of 
the reformers were very g 2881 men, and acted from 
the beſt of motives. Some of them 8 ad doubtleſs 
great faults, and might act from bad motives. Nay, 
ſuch as meant very well, might, in particular 
things, do very ill. For what conſtant ly happened 
in all other caſes, no wonder if it happened in this. 
However, the moſt blameable were not near ſo bad, 
as the malice of their adverſaries repreſents them: 
and had they been much worſe, yet they could 
ſcarce poſſibly be ſo bad as ſome of thoſe princes, 
and even of thoſe popes were, who built up the an- 
tichriſtian power, which theſe men demoliſhed. 


(n) 2 Kings x, 28— 31. 
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But whatever becomes of this compariſon, ſtill 
upon the whole, theirs is the church, they tell us, 
in which the moſt numerous and brighteſt inſtances 
of devotion, ſelf-denial, and good works, have ſhone 
forth, as the meay hiſtories of their ſaints fully 
prove: ours is a low, carnal religion; moit of our 
people are very bad, few or none of them cminently 
good: and ti.at muſt be the beſt church, which 
makes the beſt men. Now the truth is, theſe mag- 
nified inftances of piety of theirs, are moſt of them 
_ Inſtances only of mere ſuperſtition, or blind zeal : 
and the ſaints which they have canonized, were, 
many of them, very weak, and ſome of them, very 
wicked perſons, whoſe lives are pompoully dreſled 
up in legends and fables, to amuſe and miſlead the 
ignorant, We, for our parts, leave them to make 
a noiſe with fanciful ways of being religious; and 
doubt not, but we pleaſe God much better by per- 
forming quietly the rea! duties of life. And, 
though we acknowledge and lament that a failure 
in theſe is too general amongſt us, yet we mult re- 
mind them, when they inſult us upon this, that there 
is no where on earth more vile and more open wick- 
edneſs, than where Popery reigns without controul. 
If, when they live under Proteſtant governments, 
they live in a more Chriſtian manner, we are 
heartily glad of it. But ſtill we hope, even here 
the lives of their people are not worſe than theirs : 
and we are ſure it is not the fault of our religion, if 
they are not much better. 

But they tell us, however theſe Win may be, 
yet their communion is undoubtedly the ſafer of 
the two. For they ſay we cannot be ſaved, and we 
own they may be ſaved: and that church is plainly 
the ſafer, in which both ſides acknowledge ſalva- 
tion is to be had. But conſider : does their ſaying 
we are not ſafe, make us ever the leſs ſo in l ? 
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The queſtion is, Upon what grounds do they ſay 


it? Why, upon none at all, as I have ſhewn you. 
And therefore all they can prove by ſaying it, is 
their own confidence, of which thoſe perſons have 
generally the moſt, who have the leaſt reaſon for it: 
and their own uncharitableneſs, for which, if we 


at all underſtand Chriſtianity, no ſide will ever he 


the ſafer. Well: but we do not deny, that they 
may be ſaved. No more do I or they deny, but 
even a virtuous heathen may have ſome degree of 


happineſs in another life. Suppoſe then he ſhould 


take it into his head to deny that a Chriſtian could, 
mult I turn heathen to be of the ſafer fide? You 
ſee it 1s juſt the ſame caſe, But after all, do we 
lay it down as a rule without exception, that all 
Papiſts may be ſaved ? We dare not fay ſo. Some 
of them go much more juſtifiable lengths than others: 
the ill things that many of them do, they do in 1g- 
norance : this, we hope, will be an excuſe for them 
in a great meaſure. Yet, even for the moſt ig- 
norant, their ſalvation is grievouſly hazardous 
amidſt ſo many corruptions, which one ſhould think 
even they might perceive to be ſuch, and ſo many 
temptations to neglect that His, without which 
no man ſhall ſze the Lord (o). The condition of the 
learned amongſt them, who, when the light is be- 
fore their eyes, continue in darkneſs and keep others 
in it, is ſtill more dangerous. But in the worſt 
ſtate of all are they, who being born children of 
light, return to darkneſs again ; and fin wilfully 
after they have been bred up amongſt us in the 
knowledge of the truth. Yet even among theſe 
there are very different degrees of guilt. Such whoſe 

ood meaning hath been miſled by plauſible arti- 

ces, we would {till hope well of: though doubt- 
leſs they muſt have been, finfully negligent of in- 


(0) Heb, xii, 14. 
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forming themſelves concerning the grounds of their 
firſt belief; elſe they had never left it. A ſecond 
fort, who depart from what, in their conſciences, 
they believe is the truth, merely becauſe a preſump- 
tuous man tells them they cannot be ſaved if they 
adhere to it, theſe are much more blameworthy than 
the former. But for ſuch as, either from the love 
of worldly intereſt, or the wretched hope of recon- 
ciling fin and ſalvation together, turn aſide from 
the way of righteouſneſs, and forſake that pure and 
holy Communion, which the good providence of 
God had placed them in; as to ſuch, we cannot 
judge favourably, and we will not judge hardly; 
there is one that judgeth (þ), who will alſo render to 
every man according to his deeds (9): but indeed we 
can fee no promiſe of their finding mercy in that day. 
Suffer not yourſelves then to be moved either by 
vain threatenings or falſe promiſes, nor ever think 
to be ſafe in any other way, than that of firſt en- 
quiring carefully, what your duty is; and then 
keeping cloſe to the practice of it. Be aſſured it is 
ſafe to worſhip God, through Jeſus Chriſt, and let 
all other worſhip alone; ſafe to receive the holy 
Communion as our Lord himſelf gave it, to pray in 
a language you all underſtand, and make that holy 
word zich was written for your learning (7), the 
foundation and rule of your faith, your practice, 
and your hopes. Fear not but you are ſafe in do- 
ing thus; whether Romaniſis be ſafe in doing other- 
wile or not. God grant they may! but God for- 
bid that any of us ſhould try. 


| (p) John viii, 50. | | (2) Rom 6; 6, (r) Rom, Xv. 4 
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CHA 3. XIV. 
Rules of Conduct towards the Roman-catholics, 


I the firſt place, let none of their bad doctrines 

or practices ever tempt you in the leaſt to any 
hard treatment of them, any incivility or ſecret 
ill-will towards them. Juſtice and mercy, equity 
and charity, are main parts of religion: and a. 
failure in theſe is one of the worſt herefies into which 


we can fall. We know the church of Rome hath 


failed in them greatly ; our anceſtors have felt their 
cruelty ; our Proteſtant brethren abroad groan un- 
der it at this day, and may God preſerve us and 
our poſterity from the danger of it ; for never had 
they mercy long when they had power. Careful 
ſelf-defence againſt ſuch a ſpirit muſt be allowed 
us: but, as to any thing farther, in thoſe things 
for which we blame them, let us not be like them. 
The ſevere laws we have in force againſt them were 
not enacted for their religious opinions; but for 
their refuſing to own, and promiſe due obedience 
to the government under which they live: and 
they have long experienced, that nothing but abſo- 
late neceſſity will ever oblige our ſuperiors to put 
any of theſe laws into execution. Let us therefore 
ſhew in our private capacities the ſame good tem- 
per. As men, they have a title to all humanity : 
as Chriſtians, though miſtaken, they have a yet ſtrong- 
er Claim to our forbearance and tenderneſs. Their 
doctrines indeed are dangerous; their practices have 


been dreadful : but this, in a great meaſure, hath 


ariſen from ignorance, and a zeal of God, though 
not according to knowledge (s). Numbers of them, 
without doubt, inwardly diſapprove religious cruel- 
ties, and think at leaſt they could never be brought 


to join in them, However this may be, (which 


(s) Rom. x. 2. Gd 
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God forbid ſhould ever come to be tried) vet in the 
mean time nothing hinders but as in religion they 
may to the beſt of their judgment be lincerely pipus, 
ſo in common life they may be juſt and honeſt, 
friendly and neighbourly. Let us therefore, with 
much better-natured principles, be ſure not to ap- 
pear worſe-natured perſons; but recommend our 
profeſſion to all the world by that wi/dom which rs 
from above, firſt pure, then peaceabie, gentle and eaſy 
to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits (t). 
In the next place, let nothing which hath been 
faid make thoſe, who are not ſome way called to it, 
over forward to diſpute about theſe matters with 
perſons' of more learning and art than themſelves, 
For a man may have very good reafons on his ſide, 
and yet be fo little qualified to ſet them in the beſt 
light, that an excellent cauſe may be hurt by want 
of {kill in managing it. What I have endeavoured 
is only that you may be able, as St. Peter directs, 
to give an anſwer to them that aſt you a reaſon of the 
hope that is in you (u). In doing which, remember 
you are concerned only to be on the defenſive. 
They are to prove, if they can, that every one of 
their doctrines is not only true, but an article of 
faith, and every one of their practices not on] 
lawful, but neceſſary. Till they have done all 
this, you have no. reaſon to change: and when 
they have done it, we ailow you to'change. But 
obſerve one thing: if you hear them deny any 
of the points with which they have been charged, 
do not be {tapgered at it, Would to God they 
were not guilty of them ! They would be more in 
the right, and we ſhould be nevertheleſs ſo. But 
do no think a charge unjuſt, becauſe they confi- 
dently ſay it is. The more ignorant of them here 
among us, perhaps, do not know the worſt part 
of their doctrines: and the more learned will not 
(t) James iii. 17. (4) 1 Pet. iii. 15. | 
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own them, till they are forced. Theſe conceal- 
ments are no new things with them. In ſome 
countries many of their miſſionaries have concealed 


a great part of the Chriſtianity they pretended to 


teach, and allowed heatheniim to be blended with 
it in order to make converts, ſuch as they are, the 
more eaſily. No wonder then if here they veil over 
their corruptions with a fair maſk, which if we do 
not pull off, they will not throw oft, till the pro- 
per time Comes. | 
Another thing is, If ever you ſhould be preſ- 
ſed with any of their arguments which 1 have men- 
tioned, and not perhaps remember the anſwer to it, 
ſtill remember you have ſeen it anſwered. Or if 
any other argument thould be uſed, to which you 
caanot of yourſeives reply, conſult thoſe that can : 


tell us your difficulties in time; be afſured ſuch as 


would keep you from this do not mean honeſtly; 
give us but a fair hearing before you determine to 
leave us, and we doubt not your ſtaying with us. 
Even if any of you ſhould be unhappily brought to 
think favourably of ſome of their doctrines, remem- 
ber ſtil] how monſtrous others of them are: and yet, 
if you do not ſwallow all, you have done nothing. 
We allow perſons to have very different opinions 
from us in ſome points, and ſuffer them to continue 
among us as very good Chriſtians notwithſtanding : 
but their church makes no abatement : their very 
groſſeſt errors muſt be profeſſed, or you are none of 
them. Think well then what you do: and, as J 
once adviſed before, never let ſubtlety and ſophiſtry, 


_ whether you know exactly how to anſwer it or not, 


prevail againſt Scripture and reaſon ; but ever ſtick 
to the plain word of God, and plain common ſenſe. 

One direction more I have of the utmoſt import- 
ance; which is, if ever we would ſecure ourſelves 


to good purpoſe againſt the dangers of falſe religion, 


let us carefully promote the profeſſion and RNs 
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of the true. If perſons are bred up in no knowledge 
of, and no zeal for the principles of their own 

church, no wonder that they are eaſily carried off, 
and ſeduced into another. If they are encouraged 
to live without regard to God, many of them how- 
ever will be afraid to die ſo too; and then that 


communion which makes the largeſt promiſes of 


forgiveneſs on the eaſieſt terms will be almoſt ſure 
to be embraced by them. Men, wiſe in their own 
imaginations, think they are ſure to root out ſuper- 
ſtition, if they plant infidelity. But mankind muſt 
and will have ſome religion; and if they forſake a 
good one, ſooner or later the uncomfortableneſs of 
unbelief, and the terrors of conſcience after a wicked 
life, will drive moſt of them to a worſe. Beſides, 


Whilſt we are divided and negligent about theſe 


matters, the emiſſaries of the church of Nome are 
united and active, and never with more ſanguine 
hopes, that when they can plgad experience, that 
the liberty allowed by the proteſtant religion leads 
men of courſe to throw off all religion. "Theſe are 
plain reaſons for a public regard to piety and vir- 
tue : and there are yet more important ones for a 
private conſcientious practice of them: for that, 
after all, is the only thing that will eftabliſh us in 
the truth, fill our hearts with peace and comfort in 
this life, and give us everlaſting happineſs in the 
next, If then you have any concern either for the 
honour of that church to which you belong, for 
the welfare of your country, or the ſalvation of 
your ſouls, let your conver ſation be as becometh the goſ- 


pel of Chriſt (w). Pity and pray for them who are 


in error, that God would give them repentance to the 
acknowledging of the truth (x), and building up your- 

ſelves, as dt, Tude exhorts, en your moſt holy faith, 
keep yourſelves in the love of God; looking for the mercy 


. 75,7 our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto real life (y.) 


* . 


e Phil. i. 27. (x) 2 Tim. ii. 2 5. 0 Jude, ver. 20, 21. 
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